
 

 

 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held 26th April 2022 at Cranage Village Hall 

Attendees: 

Parish Council: Councillor G Morgan (who chaired the meeting) Councillor R Hurst, 
Councillor N Culliford, Councillor M Morrey , Councillor D Pochin, Councillor A Woodfine – 
Jones. 
The Clerk.  
 
Local Interest Groups: 
 Sharon Joynson (Connected Communities; Cheshire East Council), Dorothy Davidson 
(Memory Café), Nigel Wait (HC & District CommuniCARe), Alison Wright (Village 
Volunteers), Ian Mitchell and Bryan Semple (HC Velo), Marianne Tomkinson (U3A), Julie 
Barker (HC Chorus), John Halstead (Cranage Village Hall), Debra Cummins and Marie Bennet 
(Dane Sound Radio), Patricia Adams and Nicky Harris (Middlewich & District Foodbank)   
 
Public:  8 members of the public.  
 
Apologies:  Cllr R Hocknell,  Ward Cllr L Gilbert, Ward Cllr A Kolker  

 

Minutes:  The minutes from 27th April 2021 had been circulated and were acknowledged as 

a true and accurate record.  

 
Chairmans Report: Cllr Morgan summarised the chairman’s report (attached), giving a 
summary of Parish Council activities over the past year and thanking the parish councillors 
for their on-going commitment to Cranage Parish Council. 
The Clerk summarised the financial position of the Council to 31 March 2022. 
 
“It’s Time to Get Out” – Local Interest Groups: Cllr Woodfine-Jones introduced the event 
which followed, which was aimed to highlight the wealth of activities and interest groups 
available within the parish; to encourage residents who may be feeling isolated to get out 
and about again.  He also spoke of the progress made on the Cranage Neighbourhood Plan 
project and the continuing opportunities to help with this.  He then introduced Sharon 
Joynson, from Connected Communities at Cheshire East Council. 
 
Connected Communities: 
Sharon informed residents of the work of “Connected Communities” which is there to 
support and empower communities in Cheshire East through connection with local services. 
Loneliness through the Covid pandemic has caused health implications for many which they 
are also seeking to address.  The following services were highlighted: 

• Snow Angels – a befriending service for 40+ including assistance with home finance 
and to find government support benefits which would be available. 

• Wishing Well – promoting health and wellbeing for children aged 3-16 with special 
educational needs 



 

 

• Changing Lives – a buddying and befriending service for those aged over 60. 

• Her Space – a social and wellbeing group for women aged 25 – 65 (small monthly 
fee) 

• VCP – HC Partnership are co-ordinating a volunteer service and are looking for 
volunteers to help with shopping, befriending, collecting prescriptions etc. 

• Support is available through Connected Communities for new and emerging groups – 
advice and financial assistance to get going. 

• Vision – helping with young people’s mental health. 
 

Memory Café and Tuesday Friends 
Dorothy Davidson spoke of the memory café which was established at the HC Methodist 
Church before the pandemic and is still going strong.  It is aimed to provide a fun filled 
morning – twice a month on Tuesday - for those with dementia and their carers. Activities 
are laid on throughout the morning and is an ideal session for those with early or middle 
stage dementia. 
The Tuesday Friends group is a morning with live music, tea, coffee and cake – a great 
opportunity for those who are feeling a bit isolated to come out and meet other locals. 
 
HC CommuniCARe 
Nigel Wait spoke of the newly relaunched transport service, which has been running in HC 
and district for over 40 years.  Residents without transport can arrange lifts in private 
vehicles to medical appointments by ringing a dedicated and advertised phone number. The 
group have enough volunteers to get the service going again but are in need of more 
drivers.  There is no commitment to do a certain number of hours per week.  Nigel thanked 
Sharon for her help in getting the service running again. 
 
Questions:  1. Are drivers re-imbursed for fuel – YES. 

2. Do you need special insurance – 90% of drivers are covered by their 
existing policy – just need to clarify with your provider. 
3. When can the service be booked – open for calls between 9am – 1pm. 
 

Village Volunteers 
Alison Wright spoke of volunteering in general – and highlighted the fabulous activities in 
our area which are run by people power. Why Volunteer – 

• Gives the volunteer a sense of purpose 

• Provides an opportunity to make new friends 

• The events are usually open to everyone 
Some specific schemes include the junior litter picking run by the Village Volunteers but it 
can be hard to find publicised details of volunteering opportunities.  As the Co-op 
Community Member Pioneer, Alison can also get funding for new schemes – the next round 
of applications starts in May. Feel free to contact Alison for more information on 
volunteering.  Become a volunteer and make a difference. 
 
HC Velo 
Ian Mitchell spoke about the Velo group, which has been running since 2015, but expanded 
into a more formal group in 2017, as interest in cycling continued to increase following the 
2016 Tour of Britain, which rode through Holmes Chapel.  The mission of the group is to get 
people out on the roads on their bikes, whether for short or longer runs.  A social ride is 
hosted on a Sunday morning as well as gentler rides of 5/10 miles on Saturdays. There are 



 

 

also some upcoming introductory ride events – short assisted rides to get cyclists used to 
riding as part of a group on the road. 
The group presently has 65 members but would love some more – great chance to meet 
other cyclists and there is always coffee and cake along the way! 
 
U3A (University of the Third Age) 
Marianne Tomkinson spoke of the wide range of interest, craft and activity groups which are 
hosted by the U3A in the Dane Valley.  It is open to all ages, the only qualification being that 
it is not for those still in full time employment.  There is something for all abilities and 
interests  - from Art to Zumba and Bridge to Yoga.  A  lot of the groups were able to 
continue through lockdown which the members found invaluable. 
The group presently have 750 members who form more than 60 groups, all for a modest 
membership fee.  There is a regular open meeting on the second Thursday morning of each 
month, to which new members are welcomed. The U3A would welcome and love to see 
more new members. 
 
HC Chorus 
Julie Barker spoke about the choir,  which was formed over 35 years ago and has developed 
into the 30 strong troupe that it is today.  It meets on Monday evening (7:30 – 9:30) at the 
Methodist Church and sings a wide variety of contemporary folk, pop and country music.   
2 concerts per year are hosted: the Christmas concert at St Luke’s church and the popular 
summer picnic concert at the Comprehensive school.  
The choir is linked to St Luke’s hospice and also raises considerable funds for other charities.  
September is a good time to join – come and listen to the concert and then get involved 
with the fresh songs to be practised in the run up for the Christmas concert.  Male voices 
are especially needed in the choir. 
 
Cranage Village Hall 
The village hall, built in 1907, is operated by a volunteer committee and is primarily for the 
benefit of residents in Cranage.  The hall is held in trust for this purpose and is regularly 
used by a wide variety of groups including bridge, art, baby massage and parent /toddler 
sessions.  
The committee organise larger events, such as the popular beer & music festival, which is 
making a return this year over the weekend 26/27 August, having been suspended in recent 
years due to the pandemic.  (There is a limit on tickets for this event so act quickly to secure 
yours!) 
The committee of 6 members also need more volunteers to help run and maintain this 
lovely old building – whose simple mission is to provide unity in the community, as the only 
public gathering place in Cranage. 
 
Dane Sound Radio 
Debra Cummins spoke of this community on-line radio station, whose headquarters are 
Cranage Village Hall.  Now 5 years old, it really came into its own during the pandemic with 
the shows increasing in popularity and being very well received. 
The regular shows are wide ranging; including programmes of hymns and reflections, jazz, 
blues and request shows as well as latin and country music also being featured. 
But it is more than a radio station; hosting popular community events such as Rumble in the 
Jungle, Light up Holmes Chapel as well as hosting events live such as the upcoming Platinum 
Jubilee celebrations in Holmes Chapel. The station, funded entirely from grants and 



 

 

donations, is always looking for more hobbyists to help with shows and are open to 
suggestions for new themes. 
 
Questions: 1. When are shows broadcast – 24/7 

2. How many are live 
 -     not many,  with the majority being pre-recorded remotely. 
- some shows are live – for example on a Monday morning, but check the 

website for more details. 
 
Middlewich and District Foodbank 
Pat Adams and Nicky Harris spoke of the very successful foodbank collection points in 
Cranage which have been started in recent months. There are now 5 collection points –  

• Under the Parish Noticeboard at  
- Byley Lane / Crescent Road 
- Cranage Village hall 
- Needham Drive 
- Northwich Road 

• Under the street sign at Carver Avenue. 
Cranage is in the centre of the collection area for the Middlewich & District foodbank, and is 
a very responsive and generous collection centre.  Lots of the donations to the foodbank are 
distributed back to residents in need in the Dane Valley.  
The centre itself is very busy and is always in need of more help with organisation and 
distribution of supplies. 
 
General Questions 
1. Cllr Woodfine-Jones spoke of an initiative to mark the Platinum Jubilee in Cranage by 

planting trees across the Parish, and asked residents to both 
- look out for suitable sites in the parish for new trees 
- be ready to adopt a new tree to nurture in the future. 

A resident added that this would be a good opportunity for children to be interested in 
caring for the environment. 

 
2. A resident spoke of their concern about ancient trees and hedgerows, for which 

Cheshire is known, becoming smothered in ivy which is damaging the health of the 
trees. 
Please can this issue be addressed – by assessing affected trees and treating the ivy 
(suggested cutting it at the base) to protect and preserve our ancient trees. 
 

The Chairman thanked both all the local groups and Sharon Joynson for attending and 
presenting at the meeting.  The chairman spoke of her gratitude to all those who had taken 
the time to participate in what had been an inspiring event.  
  
The Meeting closed at 8.50pm  
 
 
 
Clerk to the Council – Mrs Sue McKay 

Tel: 07871 661813  Email  clerk@cranageparishcouncil.co.uk 

Website: https://www.cranageparishcouncil.co.uk 

https://www.cranageparishcouncil.co.uk/

