
1 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 29 March 2022 
at Devere Cranage Estate, at 7.30 pm. 

 

Part 1 

Present 
Councillor R Hurst  
Councillor G Morgan (Chair) 
Councillor M Morrey  
Councillor D Pochin 
Councillor A Woodfine - Jones 
 
Councillor A Kolker (Cheshire East Ward Cllr)  
 
Mrs S McKay – Clerk  
 
Mr N Culliford 
 
1 member of the public. 
 

 
Declarations of Interest  
Cllr Hurst – Cranage Village Hall, as being on the management board. 
Cllr G Morgan – As being a close neighbour of the Sibelco Rudheath Lodge works. 
Cllr M Morrey – As being acquainted with the applicant of planning application 21/5938C 
Cllr D Pochin – As being acquainted with the applicant of planning application 21/5938C  
Cllr Woodfine-Jones – Cranage Estate resident’s group, as a member. 
            -  As being acquainted with the applicant of planning application 22/0697C                                 
 

36/22 Apologies   
Cllr R Hocknell (personal) 
 

 
37/22 Public Forum   
No comments made. 
 
38/22 Minutes 
RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 15 February 2022 as a true and 
accurate record. 
 
39/22 Co-option for Councillor Vacancy 
Further to the resignation of Cllr Sophie Lavin, due to other voluntary commitments, the council noted 
the application from Mr Neil Culliford to be co-opted onto the Council. 
The Council RESOLVED to suspend standing orders to hear from Mr Culliford, who spoke of his career 
history, his interest in local politics and his desire to join the Parish Council. 
 
The Council voted and RESOLVED unanimously to co-opt Mr Culliford onto the Parish Council. 
 



2 

 

40/22 Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
Mr Culliford signed the declaration of acceptance of office and took his place on the Council. 
 
41/22 Planning 
The Council considered the planning applications detailed below and RESOLVED to comment as 
follows: 
 
i. 21/5938C Fontainbleau Farmhouse, New Platt Lane, Cranage, CW4 8HS 
Construct a detached garage with accommodation over 
 
Comment:  The Council is supportive of the comments already submitted by a neighbouring resident 
with regard to protected trees and the design of the garage. 
 
ii. 22/0731C STONELEIGH, 49, NORTHWICH ROAD, CRANAGE, WA16 9LE  
Partial demolition to the existing rear extension and erect a new 10m x 6m new extension to the rear. 
Together with roof alteration between the existing dormers to side elevation 
 
NO OBJECTION 
 
iii. 22/0697C 17, ARMISTEAD WAY, CRANAGE, CREWE, CHESHIRE, CW4 8FE 
Demolish existing conservatory and erection of ground floor, rear extension to dwelling 
 
NO OBJECTION 
 
42/22 Ward Member Report 
RESOLVED to suspend the Standing Orders to receive a report from Ward Councillor Kolker. He 
reported 

• Cases of COVID continue to be high across Cheshire East, with latest figures at 947 cases per 

100,000 and the R value estimated to be between 1.1 and 1.4. 

• To give a summary of the recent Sibelco Rudheath Lodge community liaison meeting, which had 

included a tour of the site.  Sibelco are adhering to the imposed conditions applicable to the site, 

with dust and water levels being monitored and maintained within the required levels.  The 

approved vehicular routes are also adhered to, and the whole site is very well managed. 

• A consultation is underway regarding dementia care and Cheshire East Council (CEC) has been 

selected as one of five counties to trial a cap on lifetime expenditure for this care – more details 

to emerge on this initiative. 

Cllr Kolker was thanked for the update. 
 
43/22 NALC 
The letter from NALC relating to the smaller councils committee was debated by the Council, who 
RESOLVED not to submit a response. 
 
44/22 POLICE UPDATE 
Cllr Morgan updated the Council following the meeting of local constabulary with neighbouring parish 
councils from Dane Valley and Brereton Rural wards on 14 March 2022.  
 
RESOLVED to accept the report and the notes from the meeting.  The next meeting is scheduled for 18 
July 2022. 
 
45/22 Good Companions Bowling Club 
The Council heard from the member of the public present, who outlined the need for the irrigation 
system and the desire of the club that it be installed.  The consent granted by CEC Assets department to 
the Bowling Club for the proposed irrigation system was noted. 
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RESOLVED to accept and to sign the required consent which will enable the bowling club to proceed 
with the installation, further to establishing if there is a need for planning permission for the scheme. 
 
46/22 Highways  
1. Twemlow Lane:  
A section of this road in the vicinity of the parish boundary has been flooded over the winter months, with 
water ingress to a domestic property.  CEC Highways have attended and carried out jetting works with 
further works planned during April which will attempt to solve the drainage problem.  The Council noted 
the comments submitted by a resident regarding this issue. 
 
2. Other Highways Issues; A50 Knutsford Road:  
Comments from a resident relating to weight limits on the A50 were noted. 
The direction signage at the junction of Knutsford Road with Northwich Road is damaged. 
 
RESOLVED to note and accept the reports and to log the damaged sign with CEC. 
 
47/22. Footpaths and Trees 
1. The submitted report from the footpaths officer was noted by the Council. 
 
RESOLVED 

I. To request clearing of rubbish from Needham Drive amenity area of ANSA. 

II. To request cutting back an overhanging hedge on Needham Drive of CEC. 

III. To investigate the on going issue with sandbags on the A50 footway by Glebe Farm. 

2. Goostrey Lane 
The communication regarding the request for a footpath on Goostrey Lane was noted by the council. 
The desire to have a footpath at this location will be noted as a proposed improvement in the 
neighbourhood plan. 
 
3. The Paddock Middlewich Road 
A resident adjoining The Paddock has requested tree trimming work to lower limbs of an Oak tree 
situated to the rear of the site, which is overhanging a greenhouse on their property. 
 
RESOLVED to proceed with the work to trim the tree and to accept the contribution towards the cost 
from the resident. 
 
4. Any other matters 
The Council noted that footpath widening works on the A50 towards New Platt Lane have been 
completed.  Allostock Parish Council will again be asked for a contribution towards the cost of this work. 
 
48/22 Verge Maintenance 2022:  
The schedule for additional maintenance to the grass verges in 2022 was debated by the Council. 
 
RESOLVED to proceed with the cuts as detailed in the schedule at a cost of £2564 per annum. 

 
49/22 Neighbourhood Plan 
The notes from the meetings of the task groups were noted and accepted by the Council. 
Cllr Woodfine-Jones updated on progress by the Community Facilities group, with reports on the main 
facilities largely underway.  The next meeting of this group is 22 April 2022. 
Cllr Hurst updated with the work of the Natural Environment group, with good progress being made in all 
areas of the work.  Their next meeting is with a representative from Cheshire Wildlife Trust on 13th April 
2022. 
Cllrs Morrey and Pochin stated the desire of the Character & Design group to hold an initial meeting on 
7th April 2022 and requested the clerk to make the necessary arrangements for a face-to-face meeting. 
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The Clerk updated that some of the grant funding which is unspent will be repaid after 31 March 2022.  
Funding for 2022/23 will be reapplied for when it is available. 
 
RESOLVED to note the report 
 
50/22 Policies 
RESOLVED to approve and publish the following updated policies: 

I. Complaints 

II. Freedom of Information 

III. Equality & Diversity 

51/22 Social Isolation 
The Council debated various ways to address this issue, with Cllr Kolker highlighting the number of 
groups and organisations which are already active in the Ward and suggested that a list bringing these 
together would be helpful. 
 
RESOLVED that the Annual Parish Meeting (APM) would be devoted to promoting these local groups 
and attracting local residents to participate as we move out of the social restrictions imposed by the 
pandemic. It is hoped that an update from Connected Communities will also guide the Council to provide 
an offering which is co-ordinated with the other events in the Ward.  The Clerk to work with the Chairman 
to organise the detail of this event. 
 
52/22 Asset Register 
RESOLVED to approve the updated register of assets, to March 2022, with clarification of the location of 
boundary signage requested. 
 
53/22 Revised Budget Document 
The Council noted the revised budget document, noting that the figures have not been changed from the 
budget approved in November. 
 
RESOLVED to adopt this revised budget document. 
 
54/22 Finance   
RESOLVED to 

I. Note the balance of accounts = Leek United £31,155.66 + Natwest £28,550.35 = £59,706.01 
 

II. Approve the payment of salary and HMRC contribution to the Clerk for the quarter ending March 
2022, including monies owed as a result of the NALC 1.75% salary increase, which is backdated 
to April 2021, by 31 March 2022. 
 

III. Approve salary owed to the former clerk as a result of the NALC 1.75% salary increase, which is 
backdated to April 2021, by March 2022. 
Thanks to Cllr Hurst for her work in arranging these payments. 
 

IV. Approve the following schedule of payments: 
 
PAYMENTS 

• £30.00  The Print Room 16/02/2022 Printing for N-Plan NE Group 

• £50.00  NALC    23/02/2022 LCAS Registration Fee 

• £456.00 John Harding & Son 15/03/2022 Siding out footpath at New Platt Lane 

• £35.00  ICO   23/03/2022 Data Protection Fee 

• £11.28      Microsoft    03/04/2022 Office 365 March 2022  

 

 



5 

 

55/22 Chairman and Members Report 
Cllr Morgan reminded the Council that the next meeting is the Annual meeting, and that nominations for 
Chair and Vice-Chair need to be submitted ahead of that meeting. 
 
Cllr Hurst updated that a poll of residents regarding a celebratory event at the Village Hall to mark the 
Platinum Jubilee had been poorly responded to, and as a result there will be no such event at the hall. 
 
Cllr Woodfine-Jones suggested that, further to the request of a resident, it could be appropriate to mark 
the Jubilee by planting a number of flowering cherry trees across the Parish.  Locations will be 
investigated and agreed before further debate at Council. 
 
Cllr Woodfine-Jones also suggested that the Council could consider installing more public access 
defibrillators across the Parish.  This will be discussed at a future meeting. 
 
Cllr Hurst commented that the parish noticeboard on Middlewich Road is in need of repair. 
 
56/22 Clerks Report 
 
The Clerk 

• Informed the Council of the desire of the Police and Crime Commissioner, John Dwyer,  to 

commence a regular programme of consistent engagement with the Town and Parish Councils 

within Cheshire. An initial meeting on 6th April 2022 will be attended by Cllr Morgan. 

A progress update on the average speed camera scheme will be submitted as an advance 

question. 

• Updated that whilst a representative from Jodrell Bank is unable to attend the APM, the Council 

have been invited to attend a pre-opening neighbours’ event for the new visitor centre – The First 

Light Pavilion, during June.  The Clerk had accepted and awaits the date.  

• There had been no response to an invitation to the APM from Deborah Ackerley, CEC planning. 

• The recommendations relating to the Community Governance review are now available – the 

submission from the Parish Council has been acknowledged and subsequently no increase to the 

number of parish councillors for Cranage is now recommended.  The suggested boundary 

change towards the north of the parish cannot be actioned as it is on the boundary with Cheshire 

West. Comments on the recommendations can be made at a meeting on 4 April 2022. 

57/22 Move to Part II 
 
RESOLVED to move to Part II to discuss The Paddock (Middlewich Road) due to commercial sensitivity. 
 

That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives of the press and 
broadcast media may be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as 
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted. 
 

58/22 The Paddock (Middlewich Road) 
The revised detail of the terms for the new tenancy, to also allow mowing of the land, was debated by 
the Council. 
 
RESOLVED to accept the modified licence and to proceed to sign and instate the agreement. 
 
59/22 The next meeting will be the Annual meeting on 17 May 2022  
 The Annual Parish meeting is on 26th April 2022 
 
 
Meeting closed at 9:46pm 


