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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 15 February 2022 
at Devere Cranage Estate, at 7.30 pm. 

 

Part 1 

Present 
Councillor R Hocknell 
Councillor R Hurst  
Councillor S Lavin 
Councillor G Morgan (Chair) 
Councillor M Morrey  
Councillor D Pochin 
Councillor A Woodfine - Jones 
 
Councillor A Kolker (Cheshire East Ward Cllr)  
 
Mrs S McKay – Clerk  
 
2 members of the public. (MOP) 
 

 
Commencement of meeting 
In the absence of Cllr Morgan, Cllr Hurst took the chair. The council held a minute’s silence to honour 
the life of Miss Imogen Tothill, who tragically passed away on Tuesday 8th February 2022, in Holmes 
Chapel. 
 
Declarations of Interest  
Cllr Hurst – Cranage Village Hall, as being on the management board. 
Cllr Lavin – Holmes Chapel Comprehensive School, as a governor 
Cllr Woodfine-Jones – Cranage Estate resident’s group, as a member. 
                                     Item 22/22 3b – as an acquaintance of a resident on Leese Crossroad. 
 

17/22 Apologies   
None  
 

 
18/22 Public Forum   
Cllr Morgan arrived at 7.35pm, during the public speaking session. 
Cllr Morgan took the chair on her arrival.  
 
Cllr Pochin arrived at 7.37pm, during the public speaking session. 
 
A MOP spoke to ask why there are inconsistencies in planning decisions in the Jodrell Bank 
Observatory (JBO) consultation zone; some are approved and others refused when JBO have objected 
to them all. 
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The Clerk to forward correspondence on this topic to the MOP.  It was advised that queries of this 
nature would be better directed to Cheshire East Council (CEC) as Cranage parish council have no 
jurisdiction over planning decisions. 
 
A MOP passed on thanks to the Parish Council for the recent tree trimming work on Needham Drive, 
which has been very well executed.  It was noted that the work had been extended to include trimming 
back any branches overhanging the pavement on the trees up to the junction with the A50. 
 
19/22 Minutes 
RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 15 January 2022 as a true and 
accurate record. 
 
20/22 Planning 
1. The Council considered the planning applications detailed below and RESOLVED to comment as 
follows: 
 
21/5263C 9, LAWRENCE CLOSE, CRANAGE, CREWE, CHESHIRE, CW4 8FA 
To note this application was incomplete and returned. – NO Comment 
 
22/0261C 9, LAWRENCE CLOSE, CRANAGE, CREWE, CHESHIRE, CW4 8FA 
Proposed rear extension – NO OBJECTION 
 

22/0511C. The Oaks, 5, WOODFIELD DRIVE, CRANAGE, CW4 8GH 
Proposed Side & Rear Extension – NO OBJECTION 

 
2. Glebe Farm – there has been no response from planning enforcement. 

RESOLVED to initiate a formal complaint to planning enforcement, with assistance from Cllr Kolker. 

21/22 Ward Member Report 
RESOLVED to suspend the Standing Orders to receive a report from Ward Councillor Kolker. He 
reported 
 

• Everybody Sport & Recreation have a new CEO – Mr Tom Barton. 

• He is pursuing CEC highways department for further improvements to Leese crossroad, further 

to witnessing dangerous vehicular misuse of the junction. 

• CEC have launched a new crowd funding initiative in support of community projects – parish 

councils are eligible to apply for a share of the funds.  The closing date for the first round of 

applications is 23 March 2022. 

• CE is now a registered avian flu site – any dead birds should not be handled and be reported to 

DEFRA. 

• Crewe is bidding to be the new HQ for British Railways, which is currently in London. 

 

• Cllr Woodfine-Jones asked how to get essential maintenance on some deep holes which have 

appeared in the football pitch area – Cllr Kolker advised the Clerk to contact ANSA. 

Cllr Kolker was thanked for the update. 
 
22/22 Highways  
1. A50: It was noted that the new traffic islands in the vicinity of Northwich Road have dangerous 
temporary barriers around them – these to be reported to Highways for removal.  Difficulties of access 
onto New Platt Lane have also been observed. 
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2. Northwich Road: No further news.  
 
3. Other Highways Issues 
3a. Road surface of bridge over M6:No further update. 
 
3b. Leese Crossroad - Cllr Woodfine-Jones updated that the work completed at the junction is not 
sufficient as dangerous behaviour is still being observed. 
 
RESOLVED for the Clerk to contact CEC Highways, bringing this to their attention and requesting 
further improvements. 
 
3c. Sibelco – It was noted that during a recent diversion, Sibelco traffic had adhered to the restrictions 
on Northwich Road, instead using Middlewich Road for access to their site. 
 
23/22 Footpath and Tree Report 
1. The footpaths officer was unable to attend the meeting, but reported: 
 

Only one issue to report, and following has taken place since the last Parish Council meeting: 
 

1) The pavement drainage work has now been completed adjacent to Glebe Farm / Holmes Chapel 
fencing – sandbags and temporary protective fencing has been removed.  

2) Trees pruned on Needham Drive – contractors have done an excellent job. 
 
The only issue relates to the condition of the pavement adjacent to the A50, on the bend opposite the 
Vicarage Hotel. There is an approximate 50-yard stretch that is extremely wet and muddy, mainly as a result 
of lack of leaf fall clearance since autumn. This stretch of footpath is unwalkable in standard footwear. 

 
RESOLVED to request street sweeping on this stretch of pavement from ANSA. 
   
2. General Update: 
The order for footpath widening (A50; Cranage boundary to New Platt Lane) has been issued (£380 ex 
VAT) and a contribution will be sought from Allostock parish. 
 
24/22 Footpath Claim: Carver Avenue - Byley lane 
Cllr Hurst summarised the history of the appeal, which has been active since 2016 and outlined the 
proposed submission.  A site visit has been arranged for 24th May 2022 
 
RESOLVED To  

I. Note the supplied information relating to the furtherance of the appeal from the planning 

inspectorate. 

II. Submit the suggested response, indicating support for the instatement of the footpath as 

per the original order in 2018, to the inspectorate by the deadline of 8 March 2022. 

25/22 Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Woodfine-Jones updated the council that initial meetings have been arranged for each of the groups 

- Natural Environment group met on the 7th and 14th February 2022 

- Community Facilities group due to meet on 21st February 2022 

- Character & Design – councillors attended an initial information session with Lucy Hughes on 

14 February 2022. 

RESOLVED to note the report 
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26/22 Risk Assessment 
RESOLVED to approve and publish the updated document, with further additions for the regular Litter 
Pick sessions and other community engagement events. 
 
27/22 Grant and Donations Policy 
RESOLVED to approve and publish the updated Grant and Donations policy, with the inclusion of a 
separate statement relating to donations.  The limit for any grant or donation was approved at £500. 
 
28/22 Social Isolation Lunches 
The Council debated the information from Devere Cranage Estate, who are offering to continue to 
support the subsidised lunch group on one Sunday per month. 
 
RESOLVED to bring back further suggestions and ideas to address social isolation to the next meeting 
of the parish council for consideration, along with the lunch club idea, with the aim of reaching the 
widest demographic group possible 
 
A MOP left at 8.27 pm. 
 
29/22 Fibre Broadband 
RESOLVED to note the grant funding of £2m obtained by CEC to provide fibre broadband to rural 
communities and to pursue for improvements in Cranage. 
 
30/22 Platinum Jubilee 
The celebratory activities planned in neighbouring parishes were noted by the council, who RESOLVED 
to investigate a way of supporting activities arranged for the Jubilee in Holmes Chapel. 
 
31/22 Finance   
RESOLVED to 

I. Note the balance of accounts = Leek United £31,155.66 + Natwest £29,624.43 = £60,780.09 
II. Note and approve the Bank Reconciliation for Q3, 2021/22, which has been signed off by Cllr 

Hurst. 
III. Approve the following schedule of payments: 

 
PAYMENTS 

• £290.00    No. 9 Ms S Amies   17/01/2022 Website Hosting & support 

• £720.00    Alan Bethell Ltd  11/02/2022 Tree Trimming Needham Drive 

• £22.80      Cheshire Comm. Action 15/02/2022 Attendance at N-plan meeting 

• £11.28      Microsoft     03/03/2022 Office 365 February 2022  

 

32/22 Chairman and Members Report 
Cllr Hurst is co-ordinating a litter pick on Sunday 22 March 2022. 
There has been an increase of fly-tipping in the vicinity of the sewage works entrance.  Cllr Hurst 
requested an approach to United Utilities to request CCTV cameras on the gates to their site as a 
deterrent.  Cllr Hocknell offered to pursue this. 
 
33/22 Clerks Report 
No feedback from the auctioneers regarding the request to park within the curtilage of the site on 
Goostrey lane. 
Bowling Club – formal request for permission has been sent to CEC assets and an update is being 
chased. 
The farmer is in receipt of the grazing licence for The Paddock, and a date will be arranged to sign and 
finalise. 
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There is a police meeting for Dane Valley and Brereton Rural wards in Holmes Chapel on Monday 14 
March 7pm – Cllr Morgan will attend on behalf of Cranage. 
The Clerk is on annual leave from 7 – 9 March 2022. 
Annual Parish Meeting – Ideas were sought for a speaker at the event and the Clerk will ask Jodrell 
Bank and CEC planning department. 
 
34/22  
Cllr Morgan, chair of Cranage Parish Council, reiterated the sadness felt by the wider community at the 
passing of Imogen Tothill, and wished to express profound condolences and deepest sympathies to the 
family and friends of Imogen. 
 
35/22 The next meeting will be on 29 March 2022  
 
 
Meeting closed at 8.48pm 


