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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 18 January 2022 
at Devere Cranage Estate, at 7.30 pm. 

 

Part 1 

Present 
Councillor R Hurst  
Councillor G Morgan (Chair) 
Councillor M Morrey  
Councillor D Pochin 
Councillor A Woodfine - Jones 
 
Councillor A Kolker (Cheshire East Ward Cllr)  
 
Mrs S McKay – Clerk  
 
2 members of the public. 
 

 
Declarations of Interest  
Cllr Hurst – Cranage Village Hall, as being on the management board. 
Cllr Morgan – as a close neighbour of the Sibelco Rudheath Lodge Site. 
Cllr Woodfine-Jones – Cranage Estate resident’s group, as a member. 
                                     Item 07/22 4b – as an acquaintance of a resident on Leese Crossroad. 
 

01/22 Apologies   
RESOLVED to accept apologies from Councillor R Hocknell (personal) and Cllr S Lavin (health) 
 

 
02/22 Public Forum   
One member of the public attended to hear what the parish council were proposing regarding trees on 
Needham Drive 
The second resident asked a question relating to neighbourhood planning, and if Cranage and 
Twemlow are both completing neighbourhood plans, in light of the emerging draft planning document 
relating to Jodrell Bank Observatory. (JBO) 
Twemlow are not intending to create a neighbourhood plan. Cranage is in the process of creating their 
neighbourhood plan. 
The member asked a further question relating to the consultation zone for JBO, and if it was being 
reviewed to include Cranage. 
The consultation zone has not altered and it includes the whole of Cranage Parish. 
  
03/22 Minutes 
RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 30 November 2021 as a true and 
accurate record. 
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04/22 Planning 
1. The Council considered the planning applications detailed below and RESOLVED not to make a late 
comment to these applications, noting that the deadline for comments for these applications has 
expired.  
 

21/6321C 30, NEEDHAM DRIVE, CRANAGE, CW4 8FB 
  Ground floor rear extension to dwelling.  

 

21/6216C CHESTNUT FARM, KNUTSFORD ROAD, CRANAGE, CW4 8HJ 

  Replacement dwelling and new stable. 

 

2. Glebe Farm – It was noted that the Clerk has written to the planning enforcement department but to 

date has not received a response – this is to be pursued.  

05/22 Ward Member Report 
RESOLVED to suspend the Standing Orders to receive a report from Ward Councillor Kolker. He 
reported 

• To inform members that the consultation on JBO supplementary planning document has been 

extended until 4 February 2022. 

• Cheshire East Council (CEC) departmental budgets for 2022/23 are being reviewed, and there is 

a proposal to reduce the maintenance budget for public rights of way (PROW) by 62%, which 

members are contesting. 

• Planning permission has been granted for the traveller transit site at Cledford Hall nr Middlewich, 

and work to instate the site will commence very soon. 

Cllr Kolker was thanked for the update. 
 
06/22 Cheshire East Consultations 
The following consultations were debated by the Council. 
 
1. Draft Speed Management Strategy Consultation. 
RESOLVED to delegate authority to the clerk, with Cllr Pochin, to compile a response to the 
consultation, which will be circulated to Council members prior to submission by the deadline of 31 
January 2022. 
 
2. Draft Jodrell Bank Observatory Supplementary planning Document 
RESOLVED to delegate authority to the clerk, with Cllr Morgan, to compile a response to the 
consultation, which will be circulated to Council members prior to submission by the deadline of 4 
February 2022.  The information session for affected parishes on 26 January 2022, hosted by CEC 
planning, was noted. 
 
A member of the public arrived at 8:10pm 
 
07/22 Highways  
1. A50: More resurfacing work has taken place, with the surface now improved in the vicinity of the 
Northwich Road junction.  However, residents continuing to be disturbed by noise from vehicles on the 
road are now requesting a reduction in the speed limit in their area, and their comments were noted.  
The installation of a speed indicating device on the A50 will not be pursued at present, in light of the 
new restrictive measures proposed in the CEC draft speed management strategy document. 
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2. Northwich Road: The proposals for the average speed camera scheme are now in a procurement 
process.  More news is awaited from ChALC late February. 
Cllr Pochin continues to chase for progress to install a new bus stop but has not had any response to 
date. 
 
3. Tree Trimming work on Needham Drive 
The quotes obtained for the work were reviewed by the Council.  Cllr Kolker confirmed that there was no 
available budget from CEC to cut the trees. 
 
At the discretion of the chair, a member of the public spoke to highlight further concerns with other trees 
on Needham Drive overhanging the pavements, from the bottom of the row of limes to the junction with 
the A50. 
 
RESOLVED to approve quotation number 1 - to crown lift the 40 lime trees, remove a dead tree, clear 
foliage away from the streetlights and tidy up stray and damaged branches.  The scope of work will be 
extended to include other trees towards the A50 whose branches overhang the pavements, to a 
maximum expenditure of £600. 
 
4. Other highways Issues 
4a. Road surface of bridge over M6: Cllr Gilbert is continuing to pursue this – he passed on confirmation 
that it is on the list of schemes awaiting progression at CEC Highways, and will be completed as soon 
as possible, although no definite timescale was committed. 
 
4b Leese Crossroad - Cllr Woodfine-Jones updated that 

• there has been another accident at the crossroads. 

• the white lining has been repainted 

• more activity, from highways engineers, at the junction, including surveys, has taken place. 

RESOLVED to accept the report and to ascertain if satellite navigational systems have the correct 
priority programmed for the junction. 
 

08/22 Footpath and Tree Report 
1. Mr Sheldon was unable to attend the meeting, having sent apologies.   
2. Cllr Hurst updated the council further to a joint meeting with Twemlow and Holmes Chapel parishes, 
with the aim of improving the condition of footpaths along the River Dane. A draft letter suggesting the 
agreed improvements was noted by the Council. 
 
RESOLVED to approve the draft letter to CEC PROW, and for the Clerk to sign on behalf of Cranage 
Parish Council. 
 
A MOP left the meeting at 8:25pm. 
 
3. Update on outstanding issues: 

• Sandbags by Glebe Farm causing a slip hazard: 

At the discretion of the chair, a member of the public spoke, informing the council that work to 

install a dropped kerb onto Knutsford Road is taking place at the site. 

 

RESOLVED  

I. On the advice of Cllr Kolker, to initiate a formal complaint against CEC Planning 

Enforcement regarding the lack of action to obtain planning permission at the site. 

II. Meanwhile, for Cllr Kolker to look into the scope of the present works at the site. 
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• Planning Inspectorate ROW/3248630 – Carver Avenue. 

It was noted that there has been communication from the planning inspectorate regarding the 

new footpath, and a site visit has been arranged for 24 May 2022. 

09/22 Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Woodfine-Jones outlined the proposed progression plan document which details work descriptions 
for each of the three task groups. 
 
RESOLVED 

I. To accept the proposals for each task group detailed in the document. 

II. For each task group to make contact with relevant volunteers and to arrange meetings to  

allocate and progress the workload. 

III. Cllr Woodfine-Jones will attend each initial meeting to give an overview of the work required. 

IV. The Clerk will arrange these meetings, using remote technology if desired, as directed by 

members. 

10/22 Cranage Bowling Club 
The information relating to the installation of an irrigation system at the bowling club was noted by 
members.   
 
RESOLVED  

I. That Cranage Parish Council have no objection to the proposal as detailed.   

II. To pursue CEC assets department for permission, and for the preferred format for submission of 

information. 

11/22 Finance   
RESOLVED to 

I. Note the balance of accounts = Leek United £31,155.66 + Natwest £29,694.16 = £60,849.82 
II. Approve the following schedule of payments: 

 
PAYMENTS 

• £19.99      LegalPath     09/12/2021 Grazing Licence Template 

• £11.28      Microsoft     03/01/2022 Office 365 December 2021  

• £45.00      TCS Management  19/01/2022 Salary Admin, Q3 2021/22 

• £13.45      Mrs S McKay  19/01/2022 Q3 2021/22 purchases 

• £11.28      Microsoft   03/02/2022 Office 365 January 2022 

 

12/22 Chairman and Members Report 
Further to vehicles parking on Goostrey Lane in recent weeks, Cllr Hurst requested that the Clerk write 
again to the auctioneers who operate out of Goostrey Country & Leisure (GCL) each Monday, to 
request that all vehicular activity relating to the auction be confined within the grounds of GCL.  It was 
noted that the Parish Council are supportive of the auction. 
 
13/22 Clerks Report 
The Clerk informed members of a new initiative by two Cranage residents, who are working with 
Middlewich Foodbank.  They have organised a collection point for donations on the corner of Crescent 
Road / Byley Lane and are seeking donations of non-perishable foods, toiletries and baby supplies. 
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14/22 Move to Part II 
RESOLVED to move to Part II to discuss The Paddock (Middlewich Road) due to commercial 
sensitivity. 
 

That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives of the press and 
broadcast media may be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as 
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted. 
 

The remaining 2 members of the public and Cllr Kolker left the meeting. 
 
15/22 The Paddock (Middlewich Road) 
The detail of the terms for a new tenancy, in the form of a grazing agreement, for the land off 
Middlewich Road was debated by the Council. 
 
RESOLVED to accept the terms for the tenancy, to include a map of the land covered by the agreement 
(the map to show detail of the PROW and the electricity pole) and to make arrangements with the new 
tenant to finalise and sign the lease. 
 
16/22 The next meeting will be on 15 February 2022  
 
 
Meeting closed at 9.01pm 
 


