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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 26th October 2021 
at Devere Cranage Estate, at 7.40 pm. 

 

Part 1 

Present 
Councillor R Hocknell 
Councillor R Hurst  
Councillor S Lavin 
Councillor G Morgan (Chair) 
Councillor D Pochin 
Councillor A Woodfine - Jones 
 
Councillor L Gilbert (Cheshire East Ward Cllr)  
 
Mrs S McKay – Clerk  
 
8 members of the public. 
 

 
Declarations of Interest  
Cllr Hurst – Cranage Village Hall, as being on the management board. 
Cllr Lavin – Holmes Chapel Comprehensive School, as a governor. 
Cllr Morgan – as a close neighbour of the Sibelco Rudheath Lodge Site, and as a close neighbour of the 
property in planning application 21/2773N. 
Cllr Woodfine-Jones – Cranage Estate resident’s group, as a member. 
 

 
128/21 Apologies   
Cllr M Morrey (personal) 
 
129/21 Public Forum   

One member of the public stated his interest in agenda item 5 – Needham Drive, and the outcome of 
the debate. 
He also asked about any plans the Council have to take advantage of the new Cheshire East Council 
(CEC) asset transfer policy in relation to land around the Needham Drive estate.  Cllr Jones responded 
to the resident that costs of maintenance for the area are awaited from CEC before a decision can be 
made. 
A member of the public informed the council of variances between designated areas on the Local Plan 
map and the Cheshire County Council map.  Cllr Morgan responded that the Local Plan supercedes any 
previous maps, and the map in the Local Plan should be taken as the designated area. 
 
The following points were raised during the course of the meeting by members of the public: 

• In relation to minute number 132 
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o Residents of Needham Drive thanked the Council for the mediation work undertaken in 

recent weeks.  The matter of access to the fields will not be pursued further with the 

Parish Council; instead clarity over access rights will be sought from CEC. 

o The residents also stated their wish not to have trimming work done to the rows of lime 

trees on Needham Drive as the trees suit the design of the road, being intended for 

residential use. 

o A resident asked if some indication of timescale for the proposed repairs to the fences in 

the field ‘Below Oak’ could be supplied by the farmer. 

• In relation to minute number 137, a resident requested that Twemlow Lane be considered as a 

future site for average speed cameras. 

 
130/21 Minutes 
RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 21 September 2021 as a true and 
accurate record. 
 
131/21 Planning 
The Council considered the planning application detailed below and RESOLVED to comment as 
follows. An extension to the deadline for comments for this application has been requested:  
 

• 21/2773N  MAPLE HOUSE, Big Stones, Goostrey Lane CRANAGE CW4 8FY 

The construction of a garden room to the rear of the property. 

 

OBJECTION. The parish council notes that the application is, in effect, retrospective, although 

this is not made clear on its face.  Furthermore, it is a condition of the planning permission for 

the Big Stone development that permitted development rights would be withdrawn. The garden 

house was built in breach of the said condition apparently causing distress and nuisance to the 

occupiers of neighbouring residences who, as a direct result of this breach, were denied the 

opportunity to object before building commenced. 

 

In order to meet the deadline for submission of comments, the Council also considered the application 

detailed below and RESOLVED: 

• 21/5468C 3, HALL FARM BARNS, KNUTSFORD ROAD, CRANAGE, CW4 8EA 

Proposed single storey rear extension providing a small lounge area off kitchen-diner (resub of 

app 21/2149C) 

 

NO OBJECTION 

 

• 21/5354C Hermitage Lodge – 2nd letter from Planning officer – no comment to this second letter. 

 

• Glebe Farm – no further communication has been received, although Ward Cllr Gilbert is 

pursuing planning enforcement for the retrospective application. 

132/21 Needham Drive 
The Council were updated by Cllr Morgan further to meetings held in September and October with both 
the residents and the farmer of Needham Drive.  The facts contained in the supplied notes of the 
meetings, relating to the access to the fields off Needham Drive using farm machinery, were debated. 
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RESOLVED to accept the notes of the meetings and to lobby CEC for trimming work to the rows of lime 
trees on Needham Drive, which is necessary for residents of the estate for larger vehicles (motorhomes 
and delivery vehicles) as well as for the farmer. 
 
133/21 Ward Member Report 
RESOLVED to suspend the Standing Orders to receive a report from Ward Councillor Gilbert. He 
reported 

• The Jodrell Bank supplementary planning document is expected to be approved for consultation 

mid-November 2021.  Members will have opportunity to comment during the consultation period. 

• To remind members that the Community Governance review consultation closes on 28 

November 2021.  He informed members of the proposed change to the southern boundary of 

Holmes Chapel. 

• It was confirmed that the Boundary Commission review suggests a move of the Dane Valley 

Ward from Congleton to Tatton constituency. 

Cllr Gilbert was thanked for the update. 
 
134/21 Community Governance Review 
Further to debate on the parish boundary and the proposed change to increase the number of 
councillors in Cranage parish from seven to nine, the Council RESOLVED to 

I. Recommend inclusion of the affected properties situated on the south side of New Platt Lane, on 

the northern boundary, wholly into Cranage parish, as at present a property is split between 

Cranage and Allostock.  The parish boundary is recommended to follow New Platt Lane and the 

A50 at this section of Cranage. 

II. Recommend no change to the total number of councillors.  The Parish Council feel that seven 

councillors is adequate for Cranage, and to consistently fill nine positions would be onerous. 

135/21 Code of Conduct 
The Council RESOLVED to submit no comment to the Code of Conduct consultation. 
 
136/21 Neighbourhood Plan 
1. General Update 
Cllrs Lavin and Woodfine-Jones updated the Council with progress on the Neighbourhood Plan project. 

• Plans are continuing with the arrangements for the public event over the weekend of 6/7 

November 2021 to garner feedback on the draft policies and maps. 

• The working groups will focus on three areas of policy, which emerged as most important factors 

from the initial survey. 

RESOLVED to accept the report and to approve spending of up to £600 on the open weekend, from 
neighbourhood plan grant funding. 
 
Cllr Gilbert left the meeting at 8:30pm. 
 
2. Terms of Reference  

Draft terms of reference for the operation of the neighbourhood plan working groups were debated by 

the Council. 

RESOLVED  

I. to adopt these terms of reference, noting that Cllrs Lavin and Woodfine-Jones will fill the role of 

project officer, supported by the Clerk where appropriate. 
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II. To note that there will be no steering group, the working groups will report directly to the Parish 

Council as advisory bodies. 

137/21 Northwich Road 
Cllr Pochin updated the Council further to a meeting earlier that day with Mr Steve Jones (ChALC) 
relating to investigation of installation of average speed cameras to combat speeding traffic. Mr Jones is 
working with the police to find four locations within the area of the Cheshire Constabulary to be used as 
pilots for the scheme. Northwich Road, Cranage, has been put forward as a suitable location for such a 
scheme and the necessary information allowing consideration by the deciding authorities will be 
submitted to Mr Jones.  It was noted by the Council that there is a financial obligation to the scheme of 
up to £5,000 per annum. 
 
Cllr Morgan updated the council further to attending a meeting with a resident on the A50 and a 
representative of Allostock Parish Council relating to the use of portable speed cameras. 
 
RESOLVED to accept the reports. 
 
138/21 Highways  
1. A50: Problems with noise and vibration to houses on the A50 in the vicinity of Northwich Road 
continue.  Some cracking to the walls of the affected properties has been observed. It was noted that 
the resurfacing works on the A50 in this area are due to take place week beginning 15th November 
2021. 
 
2. Other highways Issues 
None. 
 
RESOLVED to accept the report. 
 

139/21 Footpath and Tree Report 
The Council heard a report on local footpaths and trees from Mr Tim Sheldon. 
 
Trees: The trees on Needham Drive still require cutting back. 
Footpaths: 
FP1 (Swan Farm to Twemlow Lane): Over the years signage / stiles have been lost and it is extremely 
difficult to navigate the footpath. 
FP2 (Manor Farm towards FP3 – Twemlow Lane via Northbrook house): This footpath is also lacking in 
signage. 
FP3. Needs clearing immediately behind Glebe Farm. Also, over the years signage connecting to FP3 
has also been lost. 
A50 – the hedge alongside Carver Avenue has still not been cut back.  This outstanding request will be 
chased by the Clerk. 
Mr Sheldon was thanked for the report. 
 
RESOLVED to accept the report and for the Clerk to request the necessary improvements with CEC 
Public Rights Of Way. 
 
140/21 Meeting Dates 2022 
 
RESOLVED to accept the proposed meeting dates for 2022, noting that the annual parish meeting will 
be held in the Cranage Village Hall. 
 
141/21 Audit 2020/21 
The Council noted the formal conclusion of the audit for 2020/21, and the resolution 108/21 earlier in the 
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year to review the risk assessment for the Council in January each year. 

  
142/21 Finance   
RESOLVED to 

I. Note the balance of accounts = Leek United £31,016.27 + Natwest £35,669.23 = £66,685.50 
II. Note the accounts have been reconciled to 30 September 2021, and to note the summary to the 

end of the 2nd Quarter.  The finance member has signed the reconciliation. 
III. Approve the following schedule of payments: 

 
PAYMENTS (all to be made online) 

• £625.80 Crewe Colour Printers  16/09/2021 

Production and posting Autumn 21 Newsletter 

• £168.00 John Harding & Son    4/10/2021 

For weed treatment to pathways and play area 

• £854.40 HSF Recycling             4/10/2021 

For grass cutting of verges Spring 2021 

• £11.28      Microsoft                      4/10/2021 

Microsoft 365 Business Standard – October 2021 

• £25.00      ChALC                            6/10/2021 

Training – Cllr Woodfine-Jones 

• £90.00       TCS Management       12/10/2021 

Cost to administer payroll Q1 & Q2 2021 

• £1,380        John Harding & Son  18/10/2021 

Grass Cutting as per supplied specification 

• £20.00        Cheshire Community Action 24/10/2021 

Annual Subscription 

 

143/21 Chairman and Members Report 
Cllr Hurst informed the Council that the Village Hall committee are conducting a digital poll of resident’s 
views as to whether an event to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee is desired by the community, 
with details of the poll being issued soon. 
 
144/21 Clerks Report  
The Remembrance Sunday parade is going ahead in Holmes Chapel this year, on 14 November 2021. 
 
145/21 The next meeting will be on 30 November 2021.  
 
Public Forum 
The chair asked if any of the members of the public had any further comments.  A resident of Needham 
Drive thanked the parish council again for the recent work in mediating between the farmer and the 
residents on Needham Drive.  He thanked the Clerk for sending the notes of the meetings and informed 
the council that he will respond to the Council regarding the facts set out in the notes. 
 
Meeting closed at 9:17pm 


