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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 21st September 2021 
at Devere Cranage Estate, at 7.30 pm. 

 

Part 1 

Present 
Councillor R Hocknell 
Councillor R Hurst  
Councillor S Lavin 
Councillor M Morrey 
Councillor G Morgan (Chair) 
Councillor D Pochin 
Councillor A Woodfine - Jones 
 
Councillor A Kolker (Cheshire East Ward Cllr)  
 
Mrs S McKay – Clerk  
 
10 members of the public. 
 

 
Declarations of Interest  
Cllr Hurst – Cranage Village Hall, as being on the management board. 
Cllr Lavin – Holmes Chapel Comprehensive School, as a governor. 
Cllr Morgan – as a close neighbour of the Sibelco Rudheath Lodge Site. 
Cllr Woodfine-Jones – Cranage Estate resident’s group, as a member. 
 

 
113/21 Apologies   
None  
 
114/21 Public Forum   

A resident asked for clarity about planning law and any changes that had taken place since the adoption 
of the Cheshire East Local Plan in 2016, and specifically with regard to the influence of Jodrell Bank on 
local planning applications. 
 
Another resident stated his desire to hear an update on the ongoing issues with speed, noise and 
vibration to nearby homes from the A50 in the vicinity of the Northwich Road junction. 
 
A group of residents had attended to pass on concerns about heavy agricultural traffic using Needham 
Drive to access farm land adjacent to Needham Drive estate.  The Chair agreed to hear more on these 
concerns at the end of the meeting. 
 
The clerk read a message from a resident, who apologised for being unable to attend the meeting in 
person due to another engagement, and stated a desire, based on feedback from a recent resident’s 
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survey, to retain the land known as “The Paddock” on Middlewich Road/A50 junction and owned by the 
Parish Council, preserved as open space. He suggested preservation of the space using the ‘Fields in 
Trust’ Organisation. 
 
The Council noted a letter from a resident relating to issues of noise and vibration from the A50 in the 
vicinity of Foxfield Court. The resident also has concerns relating to wide sided heavy vehicles regularly 
using Northwich Road as a route from the Byley cement works, instead of the intended route. 
 
115/21 Minutes 
RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 27 July 2021 as a true and 
accurate record. 
 
116/21 Highways  
Due to public interest, this agenda item was brought forward. 
1. Northwich Road / A50 
Cllr Pochin updated that the local CEC highways officer had informed that the A50, from the junction 
with Northwich Road up to the parish boundary is on the list for level 2 patching works, although a 
timescale for the work is not known.  Potholes will continue to be filled before then as required.  A 
request for help with resurfacing has been made to Sibelco and a response is awaited. 
The Clerk updated the Council that the response from CEC Environmental Health to our letter had been 
only to inform that the legislation they enforce does not relate to traffic noise and issues with the 
highway.   
 
In light of the ongoing complaints from residents, the Council RESOLVED to write to CEC Highways, 
highlighting the concerns of residents and to ascertain a timescale for the proposed resurfacing works. 
 
117/21 Planning 
The Council considered the planning application detailed below:  
 

• 21/4590C  HERMITAGE LODGE, HERMITAGE LANE, CRANAGE, CW4 8DP 

Prior approval of a single storey side and rear extension extending 8m from the rear elevation 
max height of 4m and 4m to the eaves. 
 
RESOLVED to note the application and not to submit any comment at this stage. 

 

• Glebe Farm, Knutsford Road, Cranage CW4 8EF. 

The response from CEC Planning Enforcement was noted by the Council; the applicant is 

awaiting a response from CEC regarding a drainage solution, which will inform the detail of their 

planning application. 

118/21 Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllrs Lavin and Woodfine-Jones updated the Council with progress on the Neighbourhood Plan project. 

• Cheshire Wildife Trust have been engaged to compile a natural environment report, with initial 

draft maps being supplied by 29 October 2021. 

• Plans are underway to hold a public event over the weekend of 6/7 November 2021 to garner 

feedback on the draft policies and maps, and to recruit volunteers to help shape the Plan. 

• It is proposed to form three working groups to progress writing of the policies, with the following 

councillors allocated to each of the groups 

o Natural Environment Group (RH and RHt) 

o Amenities and Community Facilities Group (SL and AWJ) 
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o Design and Character Group (DP and MM)  

GM to have responsibilities overall and to be ex-officio on each of the groups.  It is envisaged 

that volunteers will also join each group. 

Terms of reference for the operation of these groups will be brought for approval to the next 

meeting of the council. 

• A newsletter will be delivered to all residents in the parish, advertising the public event and 

the neighbourhood planning process, before the end of September 2021. 

RESOLVED to note and accept the report. 
 
119/21 Ward Member Report 
RESOLVED to suspend the Standing Orders to receive a report from Ward Councillor Kolker. 
 

• He reported that planned proposals to standardise car parking charges across the county, 

which would have resulted in the introduction of charges in Holmes Chapel, have been 

rejected by committee. 

• He responded to the resident’s question on planning; having recently attained World 

Heritage Status and increased protection under the CEC Local Plan, Jodrell Bank now 

comments with weight on planning applications within the designated exclusion areas. 

• He updated on CEC’s approach to prioritising work on Highways, which is largely 

constrained by budget. 

 

Cllr Kolker was thanked for the update. 

120/21 Footpath and Tree Report 
The Council noted apologies, and a submitted report, from Mr Sheldon, which highlighted that the 
hedgerows along the A50 by Carver Avenue are badly needing to be cut back. 
 
The Clerk passed on comments from a resident that the hedgerows on the A50 opposite the Village Hall 
in the vicinity of Manor Farm are also badly needing cut back. 
 
There has been no further communication regarding the footpath claim for land near Carver Avenue. 

 

The byway (open to all traffic) from Hall Farm off Byley Lane has been protected by a new metal 

pedestrian / bridle access gate at one end and by a wooden bridle gate at the other end, at the extent of 

the farmer’s land. 

RESOLVED to contact CEC requesting hard cut backs to the hedges on the A50 by Carver Avenue and 
to pursue the landowner for maintenance of the footpath by Manor Farm. 
 
121/21 Sibelco – Rudheath Lodge Site 
 
Cllr Morgan updated the Council further to the community liaison meeting on 7 September 2021 with 
Sibelco.  The site is now operating at full production, with the full quota of vehicles also being utilised.  
The designated routes are constantly being highlighted to the drivers. 
Cllr Morgan requested that any concerns regarding the site be passed to her before the next meeting 
which is scheduled for March 2022. 
 
RESOLVED to note the report  
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122/21 The Paddock (Middlewich Road) 
 
RESOLVED 

I. to note the formal notice to terminate the tenancy of the land at The Paddock from the present 

tenant.  The tenancy will expire on 15 February 2022. 

II. To write to the tenant in acceptance of this termination notice, thanking him for the excellent 

care he has taken of the land over many years. 

III. To waive the final rent amount owed, in thanks and appreciation for the care taken of the land. 

IV. To retain the land as grazing land and to seek a new tenant, at the same rent of £50 per year. 

V. To bring a draft grazing licence to a future meeting for approval by the council. 

VI. To write in response to the resident’s letter regarding “Fields in Trust” reiterating the protection 

afforded to the land as being in the ownership of the parish council.  

123/21 Platinum Jubilee 
The Council noted the supplied information regarding potential celebrations for the Queens Jubilee over 
the weekend of 2 – 5 June 2022. 
 
RESOLVED to ascertain what plans are in place in our neighbouring parishes and to bring back to the 
Council for a decision early in 2022. 
 
124/21 Finance   
RESOLVED to 

I. Note the balance of accounts = Leek United £31,016.27 + Natwest £38,758.59 = £69,774.86 
II. Approve the following schedule of payments: 

 
PAYMENTS (all to be made online) 

 

• £79.99 Currys – Purchase of HP 6032E printer 

• £276.00 – Defib Warehouse/Cranage Hotel  – new battery for defibrillator 

• £684.00 – Cheshire Community Action – Neighbourhood Plan work 

• £11.28 – Microsoft 365 – July 2021 

• £71.06 – Clerks expenses (May – September 2021) (incl Microsoft 365 subscription) 

• £200.00 – PKF Littlejohn – Audit 2020/21. 

 

RECEIPTS 

• £6023.00 – Locality Neighbourhood Plan Grant 

• £108.00 Astbury PC – contribution to salary admin (Clerk to repay the VAT portion of £18.00) 

• £108.00 Somerford PC – contribution to salary admin (Clerk to repay the Vat portion of £18.00) 

• £57.58 – SP Manweb – Wayleave 2021 for The Paddock, Middlewich Road. 

• £10,000.00 – CEC; Precept 2nd Installment 

III. To approve payment of the Clerk’s salary by 30 September 2021 and the associated HMRC 

monies. 

IV. Leek United Annual Bond – To reinvestment the full amount back into the bond for a further year. 
 

125/21 Chairman and Members Report 
Cllr Hurst informed members that the Clerk has completed her 3-month probation period. 
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126/21 Clerks Report  

• Several e.mails had been sent recently to members pertaining to be from the Clerk, from a 

bogus account – the account has been reported to Gmail and members were thanked for their 

understanding. 

• The planning application for progression of a traveller’s transit site at Cledford Lane, Middlewich 

has recently been approved at CEC. 

• Free tree packs – mixed deciduous hedging – have been obtained, being delivered mid-

November, and will be planted at the rear boundary of the bowling club, to thicken up the 

hedging there.  A community planting session to be arranged for this, in support of The Queens 

Green canopy project. 

 

Public Forum 2 
The Chairman allowed a further time for public speaking, to hear the concerns of residents with relation 
to agricultural vehicle use on Needham Drive. 
 
The residents in attendance highlighted that in recent years the size of vehicles accessing the farm land 
via the gate off Needham Drive has increased, and are no longer appropriate for this access route, as 
they encroach on gardens and footpaths to gain access.  The intensity of vehicular use has also 
increased.  The residents asked if the farmer could be requested to use the other access off Byley Lane 
instead. 
 
Cllr Morgan, Cllr Kolker and the Clerk to meet the resident on site on Friday 24 September at 10am, to 
understand more about the problem. 
 
 
There was a further short debate on the significance of the CEC Local Plan with reference to local 
planning decisions. 
 
 
127/21 The next meeting will be on 26 October 2021.  
 
Meeting closed at 9:16pm 
 


