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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 22nd June 2021 
at Cranage Hall Hotel, 7.30 pm. 

 
 

Part 1 

Present 
Councillor R Hocknell 
Councillor R Hurst  
Councillor S Lavin 
Councillor D Pochin 
Councillor A Woodfine - Jones 
 
Councillor A Kolker (Cheshire East Ward Cllr)  
 
Mrs S McKay – Clerk  
 
4 members of the public. 
 

 
Declarations of Interest  
Cllr Hurst – Cranage Village Hall, as being on the management board. 
Cllr Lavin – Holmes Chapel Comprehensive School, as a governor. 
Cllr Woodfine-Jones – Cranage Estate resident’s group, as a member. 
 

 
78/21 Chair for this meeting 
In the absence of Cllr Morgan, it was RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Hurst as Chair for this meeting. 
 
79/21 Apologies   
The Council RESOLVED to receive apologies from Cllr G Morgan (personal) 
 
80/21 Public Forum   

A member of the public spoke to object against planning application 21/2732C.  The objections 
raised against the proposed development included loss of privacy, loss of visual amenity, concerns 
over flooding, noise, light pollution as well as the lack of parking included in the design of the site.  
There are already issues caused by a lack of resident’s parking on this stretch of road.  It was also 
felt that the location is unsuitable for a development of this type due to the lack of accessible 
amenities and public transport.  It was also noted that incorrect information on the original 
application have caused trauma to residents neighbouring the proposed development. 
The other members of the public also objected to the proposed development, agreeing with the 
points already made. 
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The Clerk read a pre-submitted question from a resident (who could not attend the meeting due to 
self-isolation for Covid-19) relating to prevention of illegal traveller encampments in Cranage.  
Details of the actions taken to move the encampment by our Ward Councillors was requested, as 
well as improved communication of any future similar situation to residents affected. 
 
81/21 Minutes 
RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of the annual meeting held on 25 May 2021 as a true 
and accurate record, with one amendment noted. 
 
82/21 Planning 
The Council considered the planning applications detailed below and RESOLVED to submit the 
following response: 
 

• 21/2732C 

Land at Twemlow Lane, Cranage, CW4 8EX 
Affordable Housing Development 
 

OBJECTION – see statement in Appendix 1. 
 

• 21/2740C 

New Farm, Middlewich Road, CRANAGE, CW10 9LT 
General purpose agricultural building 
 
NO OBJECTION 
 
Other Planning Matters: 
 

• Notification of Appeal   Application No:20/2093C 

Hunters Gate, Byley Lane, CRANAGE, CW10 9LW 
Demolition of part of an existing stable, construction of new outdoor tennis court - to be sited 
partially on garden of adjacent house and partially on land acquired through demolition of stables. 
 
The appeal was noted, with no further submission being made. 
 

• Glebe Farm, Knutsford Road, Cranage CW4 8EF 

There has been no further communication from Cheshire East Council (CEC), with the planning 
application still awaited. 
 
83/21 Cranage Playing Fields 
Cllrs Hocknell and Jones updated the Council further to an on-site meeting at the playing fields. At 
present an estimate of maintenance costs for the site is awaited from ANSA to determine feasibility 
for the project. 
 
RESOLVED to accept the report. 
 
84/21 Neighbourhood Plan (NP) 
Cllr Lavin updated the council on progress with the NP project, further to a meeting on 10 June 2021 
with Cheshire Community Action (CCA), who recommend initiating a natural environment report via 
Cheshire Wildlife Trust (CWT), in line with the results from the initial survey of Cranage residents.  A 
new project timeline has been provided by CCA and the grant application is being submitted asap. 
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RESOLVED  
I. To accept the report 

II. To enquire as to progress with the draft policies from CCA. 

III. To delegate authority to the Clerk, with Cllrs Lavin and Jones, to submit the grant 

application and to progress the CWT report. 

85/21 Ward member Report 
RESOLVED to suspend the Standing Orders to receive a report from Ward Councillor A Kolker. 
 

• The Needham Drive encampment – the group have been served with a summons to appear 

in court at 2pm on 23 June 2021. It was stressed how the relevant team at CEC had been 

contacted very quickly and that the Ward Members had strived to act as quickly as possible.  

ANSA have already attended the site to remove rubbish, with a further clean to be performed 

after the site is vacated.  The damaged fence will be repaired as soon as possible. 

In response to the question regarding communication with affected residents, the Cranage 

Parish Council website will publish updates on such instances in the future.  Cllr Kolker will 

also utilise relevant social media channels to communicate with residents where appropriate. 

• Glebe Farm – the CEC planning department have been pursued for a response regarding 

the retrospective planning application – this is still awaited. 

Cllr Kolker was thanked for the update. 
 
86/21 Footpath and Tree Report 
The Council noted that Mr Sheldon was unable to attend the meeting. 
The Clerk updated on actions from last month: 

I. A request for a safety inspection on the tree canopy on Needham Drive has been logged 
with CEC Highways. 

II. A contractor has been approached to arrange weedkilling of the play surfaces; this will be 
completed as soon as possible. 
 

The Council noted the correspondence relating to Hermitage Lane and the improvements made to 
drainage on the lane. 
A response is still awaited from the Secretary of State regarding the footpath claim in the vicinity of 
Carver Avenue. 
There has been no further communication regarding the planting of trees on Hillhouse land; this item 
will not be pursued further. 
 
RESOLVED to accept the reports. 
 
87/21 Highways  
Northwich Road 
The residents group continue to lobby CEC for a reduction of the speed limit, having submitted the 
petition and attracted the attention of the local MP and the Police and Crime Commissioner with the 
recent successful scarecrow competition. A suggested location for a bus stop has been submitted to 
CEC. Cllr Pochin will continue to support the group on behalf of the Parish Council. 
 
Sibelco 
Signage implemented by Sibelco at the extraction site, to prevent the use of Northwich Road by 
vehicles travelling to and from the site, is having a positive effect.  Sibelco have been requested to 
contribute towards speed reduction measures on Northwich Road by the residents group. 
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RESOLVED to note and accept the reports.  
    
88/21 Accounts    
RESOLVED to 

I. Note the period of inspection for public rights for 2020/21 is 14th June to 23 July 2021. 
II. Note the balance of accounts = Leek United £31,016.27 + Natwest £28,155.88 = £59,172.15 

III. Approve the purchase of office equipment for the Clerk; a printer/scanner, laminator and a 
shredder. 

IV. Approve the purchase of Office 365 for the Clerk at a cost of £9.40 per month.   
V. To approve the update to the bank mandate: 

It was RESOLVED that the authorised signatories in the current mandate, for the accounts 
detailed in section 1.3, be changed in accordance with section Authorised Signatures. 

VI. Approve and sign the following: 
 
Payments (all to be made online) 
 

• £52.80   Cranage Hall Hotel – for defibrillator pads 

• £532.47  Re-imburse Clerk – for purchase of HP laptop 

• £107.90  Re-imburse Clerk – for purchase of ZOOM subscription 

• £1441.20  J K Ashbrook Ltd – Installation of benches 

• Clerks’ salary and HMRC payment April to June 2021 
 

 Receipts 

• £3,213.96 – HMRC – VAT refund 

• £0.78 - Lloyds Bank – dividend 

 

89/21 Chairman and Members Report 
 
The Chairman updated the council on communication from the National Farmers Union (NFU) 
regarding plastic farm waste left in fields. The regular litter picks led by Cllr Hurst were commended 
by the NFU, and links to the revised Countryside Code and information from the Environment 
Agency supplied. 
 
Cllr Lavin reported on a request from a resident for replacement highway signage on the A50, 
southbound, before the turning to Goostrey Lane.  There is regular confusion with the entrance to 
Big Stone Gardens, causing potential danger to residents of Big Stone Gardens.  This will be 
reported to CEC Highways. 
 
90/21 Clerks Report  

• The Clerk summarised the status of the encampment, thanking members for their support 

and reminding members to copy in the Clerk to any correspondence, as the point of contact 

for the council. 

• The picnic benches have been installed on the Needham Drive estate, with reports that they 

are being well used having been received. 

• A receipt with thanks has been received from Cranage Village Hall for the donation made. 

• The Annual Return has been submitted to the external auditor. 

• A grassroots sports competition for 10 – 16-year-olds is being organised by local Police over 

the summer – the information has been forwarded to Mr Tim Sheldon to share with football 

clubs and posters will be displayed on our noticeboards. 
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• Notification from CEC to proceed with co-option of a new member is awaited – the call for an 

election expires 24 June 2021. 

• The landlord check of the bowling club will be arranged – Cllr Jones will accompany the 

Clerk. 

• A meeting of local Police with neighbouring parishes has been arranged in Holmes Chapel 

on 26 July 2021 – Cllr Pochin will attend on behalf of the Parish Council. 

 
91/21 Part II 
 
RESOLVED to move to Part II to consider staffing matters. 
That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives 
of the press and broadcast media may be excluded from the meeting during the consideration 
of the following items of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest 
because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.  
 
92/21 Staffing Matters 
 
RESOLVED to approve the payment of hours owed to the former Clerk. 
 
93/21 The next meeting will be on 27 July 2021.  
 
Meeting closed at 8.58pm 
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Appendix 1 
 

Planning Application 21/2732C 
 
Address: Land at Twemlow Lane, Cranage, Cheshire. CW4 8EX 
 
Detail: Affordable Housing Development 
 

 

Dear Planning Officer 
 
Cranage Parish Council considered the planning application 21/2732C at their recent 
meeting on 22 June 2021 and wish to OBJECT to this application for the following reasons: 
 

1. The Council feel that this site is wholly inappropriate for a development of this type due to the 

lack of accessible amenities nearby.  There is no school or healthcare provision in Cranage.  

These facilities must be accessed in nearby Holmes Chapel or Goostrey, both of which are 2 

miles away.  The nearest bus stop is half a mile away, from which a limited service operates 

into Holmes Chapel or Goostrey and then on to Sandbach.  There is no service at weekends. 

The only shop in Cranage is also over 2 miles away from the development. The Council are 

concerned that the development will rely on car usage to access essential services. 

(There are regular complaints from a similar development built at the other end of Twemlow 

Lane that they feel cut-off and need a car to access shops and the school.  This 

development has considerably better links to essential services, as it has a closer bus stop 

and is also in reach of Goostrey train station.) 

 

2. The need for affordable housing in the Local Service Centre for Cranage -  Holmes Chapel, 

has already been met. In recent years, the developments at Saltersford Corner, Brooklands, 

the Cottons and Bluebell Green have all met the 30% requirement for affordable homes, with 

more currently being built on the Victoria Mills site in the centre of Holmes Chapel. As one of 

12 Local Service Centres (LSCs) in Cheshire East, Holmes Chapel has, in recent years, 

taken almost 30% of the total housing requirement for all LSCs. 

This application for more affordable homes is not needed in this area. 

 

3. A development of this design situated in open countryside is not in keeping with the Local 

Plan policy. Policy SC6 (Rural Exceptions Housing for Local Needs) of the local plan states 

that all of the criteria must be met, of which number one states: 

1. Sites should adjoin Local Service Centres and Other Settlements and be close to 

existing employment and existing or proposed services and facilities, including 

public transport, educational and health facilities, and retail services. 

The Council feel strongly that this part of the policy criteria has not been met, and therefore 

the application contravenes the Local Plan Policy with regard to affordable housing in open 

countryside. See Figure 1 for map of settlement boundaries. 
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4. Lack of Parking Provision – there are already access and visibility problems caused by a lack 

of parking provision in the vicinity of the new development.  A further 10 homes, reliant on 

cars to access essential services, will only exacerbate this situation.  

 

5. Inappropriate Design – the council has concerns about the very small size of the homes. 

A similar development on Middlewich Road, Cranage - 13/2187C; all of these were 100sqm 

or more, this compares with a maximum of 81.5sqm for the largest of the designs proposed 

but the smallest is only 62.5sqm. 

 

6. Access to the highway – the access to the development is close to a very sharp blind bend in 

the road causing a potential hazard for users of the road. 

 

7. The Council have concerns about flooding and the existing pressure on the land drainage 

system in the area already.  The rear of the site was flooded last year, and the addition of 

more hardstanding and roofing will only make this worse. 

 

8. The Council note the objection from Jodrell Bank, and are supportive of their objection. 

 

9. The Council are supportive of the objections made by neighbouring residents to the 

proposed development. 

 

10. The Council also express concern at the breach in process with this application where 

inaccurate details were filed, and nearby residents were not informed of the application. 

 
 
Figure 1 Map of settlement and infill boundaries, Cranage 
 

 


