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Minutes of the Parish Council Annual Meeting held on Tuesday 25th May 2021 
at Cranage Hall Hotel, 7.30 pm. 

 
Election of Chairman for 2021/2022 
 
53/21 RESOLVED Councillor G Morgan was elected as Chairman for 2021/22. She signed the 
Acceptance of Office and took the chair.   
 
 

Part 1 

Present 
Councillor R Hurst  
Councillor S Lavin 
Councillor G Morgan – Chairman  
Councillor D Pochin 
Councillor A Woodfine - Jones 
Councillor R Hocknell 
Councillor A Kolker (Cheshire East Ward Cllr)  
Ms J Mason – Clerk  
 
Mr Tim Sheldon – Footpaths Officer 
1 member of the public. 

 

Declarations of Interest  
Cllr Morgan – Sibelco Quarry, as a close neighbour. 
Cllr Hurst – Cranage Village Hall, as being on the management board. 
Cllr Lavin – Holmes Chapel Comprehensive School, as a governor. 
Cllr Hocknell – planning application 21/2487C, as having recent prior involvement with the site. 
 
 
Public Forum   

The member of the public expressed concern about the safety of the proposed planning application 
to install solar panels at the Byley Gas plant, and the lack of consultation of the residents living 
nearby in Cranage.  The potential impact on Jodrell Bank was also noted. 
Cllr Morgan agreed to investigate the details of the plans and respond to the resident. 
 
Apologies  
The Council noted the resignation, with immediate effect, of Cllr Damian Bennet.  He was 
commended for his dedicated service to the Council, having contributed greatly to the work of the 
Council during his tenure. The procedure to fill this vacancy will be commenced. 
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54/21 Election of Vice Chairman 2021/2022 
Resolved Councillor R Hurst was elected as Vice-Chairman for 2021/22. She signed the 
Acceptance of Office. 
 
55/21 Minutes 
RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 27 April 2021 and the minutes 
of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 27 April 2021 as a true and accurate record. 
 
56/21 Councillor Responsibilities. 
RESOLVED to appoint responsibilities for 2021/2022 as per the detail in Appendix 1. 
 
57/21 Register of Interests 
RESOLVED for members to update their register of interests as appropriate and submit any 
changes required to the Clerk. 
 
58/21 Policies 
RESOLVED to approve and adopt the following policies: 

I. Standing Orders 
II. Financial Regulations 

III. Code of Conduct 
 
59/21 Town and Parish Council Conference: Cheshire East Assets 
The Council debated the transfer of assets from Cheshire East Council (CEC), following the recent 
conference where this initiative was launched. 
 
RESOLVED for Cllrs Hocknell and Jones, with the Clerk and Mr Sheldon, to investigate the liabilities 
of taking on the ownership of the fields containing the Cranage playing pitches, including the car 
park and a stretch of the river bank.  A report will be brought back to the next meeting of the Council. 
 
60/21 Town and Parish Council Conference: Cheshire East Highways 
Cllr Kolker explained changes proposed by CEC to the allocation of local area highways funding.  
The old system is being replaced by  

I. The allocation of £4,200 to each CEC Councillor – giving a total budget of £8,400 for 
totally or partially funded highways improvements in the Dane Valley Ward, for 
2021/22. 

II. A scheme whereby Parish Councils can pay for specific improvements to the 
highway, e.g. hedge cutbacks or minor resurfacing works.  The work must be fulfilled 
by Ringway Jacobs, the present contract holder for CEC.  It was noted that statutory 
liabilities would still rest with CEC.  
 

RESOLVED to note this information. 
 
61/21 Business Plan 2020 – 2025 
RESOLVED for Cllr Morgan to update the business plan to cover the period from 2021 to 2024.  A 
revised version will be brought back to a future meeting of the Council for approval. 
 
62/21 Internal Audit 2020/21 
RESOLVED to accept the audit report for 2020/21, noting the recommendations raised as being: 

1. Risk Assessment to be updated and approved annually. 
2. Risk assessment should include supplier (procurement) fraud. 
3. To introduce a three-year financial plan for revenue and capital spending or to amend 



 

3 

 

financial regs to reflect current process. 
4. To maintain a sequential Purchase Order system. 

 
63/21 Annual Governance Statement 2020/21 
The Council considered the findings of the review and RESOLVED to approve the Annual 
Governance statement for 2020/21. 
 
64/21 Accounting Statement 2020/21 
The Council considered the Accounting Statement and RESOLVED to approve the 2020/21 
statement of accounts.  The commencement date for the period of public rights is 14 June 2021. 
 
65/21 Neighbourhood Plan 
RESOLVED 

I.  for the Clerk to arrange an initial meeting with Cllrs Jones, Lavin and Ms L Hughes of 
Cheshire Community Action, with a view to progressing a wider meeting with members of 
the public later in June 2021. 

II. To approve the purchase of an annual ZOOM package for use primarily for the 
Neighbourhood Plan steering groups. 
 

66/21 Annual Parish Meeting (APM) Feedback 
RESOLVED to note the comments from members of the public who attended the APM. 

I. Consultation on planning applications – this is operating as expected on Needham Estate. 
II. Twemlow Lane kennels suspected breach of planning – to be reported to CEC planning 

enforcement. 
III. Twemlow Lane; speed of vehicles – Cllr Hurst had been in communication with a resident on 

Twemlow lane regarding a possible petition about vehicle speed on that road. 
IV. Behaviour of Dogs – Country Code information to be published on website and in the next 

newsletter. 
V. Litter Collecting – Cllr Hurst to co-ordinate a volunteer session which will be organised for 

September / October 2021. 
VI. PROW – relevant survey from neighbourhood plan to be forwarded to Mr Sheldon. 

 
67/21 Planning Applications  

• 21/2404C 5 Higher Heath, Knutsford Road, Cranage CW4 8FX – erection of single storey 
rear extension following removal of rear bay.  
RESOLVED NO OBJECTION 
  

• 21/2149C 3 Hall Farm Barns, Knutsford Road, Cranage CW4 8EA - proposed single storey 
rear extension providing a small lounge area off kitchen diner.  
RESOLVED NO OBJECTION 
 

• 21/1984C Allotment Wood, Oak Tree Lane, Cranage CW10 9LU – proposed single and two 
storey extension to rear of semidetached dwelling 
RESOLVED NO OBJECTION 
 

• 21/2487C Big Stone Cottages, Middlewich Road, Cranage – demolition of two dwellings and 
ancillary outbuildings removal of trees erection of four new houses, access, landscaping and 
infrastructure. 
RESOLVED NO OBJECTION, but to comment relating to the difficulties of visibility from the 
access, and the increased demand that these additional settlements will put on the sewage 
system which is already operating at its limit. 
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• Glebe Farm, Knutsford Road, Cranage CW4 8EF 
The further correspondence to the CEC Chief Executive was noted by the Council. 
RESOLVED to pursue for a response and to include on the next agenda. 
 

• Maple House, Big Stones, Goostrey Lane, Cranage, CW4 8FY – large wooden construction 

built in the garden. 
Further to complaints from a resident RESOLVED to contact the resident for further 
information. 
  

• Land Usage at Middlewich Road  
Further to receiving notice of the relinquishment of tenancy on the Parish owned land at 
Middlewich Road, the council debated how best to utilise the land in the future, 
acknowledging the excellent care of the land that has been afforded by the present tenant. 
RESOLVED 

I. For this area of land to be included in discussions as part of the N-Plan project. 
II. To write to thank the tenant for the standard of maintenance during the time of his 

tenancy, 
  

• Cllr Hurst updated on access to land off Byley Lane – recent drainage work has exposed a 
wide track, which is now attracting vehicular access. It was recommended that the landowner 
speak with PROW officer at CEC about his plans, while seeking assurance from the 
landowner that pedestrian and equine access along the track would be maintained. 
RESOLVED to note this information. 
 

68/21 Footpath and Tree Report 
Further to an update from Mr Sheldon, RESOLVED 

I. to contact CEC for a safety inspection on the tree canopy on Needham Drive. 
II. To remediate the grass growing through the specialist surface of the play area.  

 
There was no further information regarding the footpath claim in the vicinity of Carver Avenue. 
There was no further information regarding the planting of trees on Hill House land. 
 
69/21 Ward member Report 
RESOLVED to suspend the Standing Orders to receive a report from Ward Councillor A Kolker. 
Further to the governance change at CEC from a cabinet to a committee system, Ward members 
have been appointed to the following committees: 

Cllr Gilbert: Highways, Licensing, Environment & Communities and Public Rights of Way 
Cllr Kolker: Southern Planning (Chair), Adult & Health and Economy & Growth. 

• Leisure Centres are now all open again, with the exception of Congleton which is closed for 
demolition, with plans approved to rebuild the centre on the same site. 

 
70/21 Highways  
Northwich Road 
A meeting of the resident’s task group has been held, attended by Cllr Pochin, Ward Cllr Gilbert and 
PCSO Chadwick.  The group are establishing the relevant officer at CEC to whom the petition for 
speed limit reduction will be submitted as well as pursuing a traffic regulation order.  A scarecrow 
competition is taking place on Northwich Road for the next two weeks with PCC Dwyer having 
agreed to judge.  Communications are ongoing with Sibelco regarding the routing of heavy vehicles 
away from Northwich Road.  Sibelco have indicated support for potential speed reduction/monitoring 
measures. 
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Agricultural traffic on Needham estate  
There was no further news on the status of the petition compiled by residents of the estate.  The 
Council noted that other residents of the estate had submitted differing views to those of the petition.  
As the land is to be used for cattle grazing this year, it is unlikely that there will be high flows of 
agricultural traffic accessing the land. 
 
Byley Lane 
The Council were made aware of agricultural vehicle movement along this road, with uncovered 
trailers potentially causing hazards to other users of the road.  This has been reported. 
 
RESOLVED to note and accept the reports.  
  
71/21 ROSPA Reports 
RESOLVED to note and accept the safety reports for the play and adult fitness area, noting the low 
risk of the points raised.  Weedkilling at the sites will be arranged. 
   

72/21 Accounts    
The balance of accounts was noted = £31,016.27 + Natwest £16,904.35 = £47,902.62 
 
Payments (all to be made online) 

• £65.00 Mr A Standeven – varnish notice board  

• £40.00 Cllr G Morgan expenses  

• £164.40 ROSPA Play safety - annual check  

• £757.00 CCA (Neighbourhood Plan) 

• £102.48 Congleton Chronicle  

• £373.32 CHALC Affiliation fee  

• £625.80 Crewe Colour Printers   

• £868.23 Zurich Insurance 

• £291.60 JDH Business Services Ltd  

• £36.00 CPRE  

• £4,245.98 Ms J Mason Jan to March  

• £933.79 HMRC  

• £50.00 CHALC (NP – Cllr SL and Cllr AWJ)  

• Donation to Byley Church - £200.00 

• Donation to the Cranage Village Hall - £250.00 

• £25.00 CHALC (Planning GM) 

• £73.00 Cheshire Community Action 

• £270.00 Shona Amies – website hosting and updates 

• £1140.00 – John Harding & son 
 

 Receipts 

• £10,000 Precept CE  

• £1,751.24 (£119.10 HMRC)   

• £1,618.16 (110.04 HMRC)   

• £141.00 Twemlow PC  

• £112.00 Cranage Bowling Club 
 

RESOLVED the above payments are approved and signed for as a true and accurate record. 
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73/21 Chairman and Members Report 
No reports 
 
74/21 Clerks Report  
Noted the following documents for consideration: 

Site Allocations and Development Policies Document consultation. 
Community Resilience Plan. 

That the Clerk will share responsibilities to update the noticeboards with Cllr Hurst. 
The next newsletter will be produced in September. 
 
75/21 Part II 
 
RESOLVED to move to Part II to consider staffing matters. 
That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives 
of the press and broadcast media may be excluded from the meeting during the consideration 
of the following items of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest 
because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.  
 
76/21 Staffing Matters 
 
RESOLVED  
Clerk's Annual Salary Review recommendation approved. 
Clerk's contractual final salary payments approved. 
Appointment of new Clerk, hours and contact approved. 
Budget for new Clerk's computer approved. 
 
77/21 The next meeting will be on 22 June 2021.  
 
Meeting closed at 9.45 pm 
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Appendix 1 
 

Councillor Responsibilities 

 

For Civic Year 2021/2022 

Highways Cllr D Pochin 

Business Plan Delivery Cllr G Morgan 

Neighbourhood Plan / Planning 
Cllr S Lavin 

Cllr A Woodfine-Jones 
Cllr G Morgan 

Play Areas / Adult Fitness / Bowling Club Cllr A Woodfine-Jones 

Planning Cllr R Hocknell 

Finance and Audit Compliance Cllr R Hurst 

Village Hall Liaison Cllr R Hurst 

Personnel 
Cllr G Morgan 

Cllr R Hurst 

Police Liaison Cllr D Pochin 

Community Engagement  
(Socially Isolated Lunches and Connected 

Communities) 

Cllr G Morgan  
Cllr R Hocknell 

GDPR Cllr G Morgan 

 

 

 


