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Firstly, a big ‘thank you’ to Councillor Rachel Hurst who has
been very active throughout this latest lockdown picking up
litter from public spaces. It has helped keep the Parish tidy
until we are able to organise a public litter pick. She has
also completed a major tidy of the Pampas Grass at the
roundabout at the entry to the estate.

The play area on the estate is looking different and will be
enhanced further. An annual health and safety assessment
of the equipment will be completed in the next few weeks.
Some may wonder why the bushes surrounding the 
upgraded junior play space have been cut to the ground.
This has been done to improve visibility. During lockdown
the whole area has been a popular resource. As restrictions
ease some groups may use the adult space for group 
exercise. ANSA have planted the new trees close to the
play area. Hopefully, they will get established quickly.

At the beginning of May we expect picnic tables to be 
installed between the two senior exercise areas. There will
also be a much-requested bin installed at the exercise site.
The usage of these community resources will be monitored
to understand the impact to those who live nearest the site.

As an extension to the footpath clearing activity that 
was completed in March, the path that runs from the

roundabout to the play area will be cleared of mud and
scraped back to its original width. This is not only to make
walking a more pleasant experience but to ensure the path
does not deteriorate as it has in the past.

A petition has been organised by Mr Tim Iles regarding farm
traffic using the roads on the estate. It secured substantial
support. Cheshire East are responsible for the highways in
the area and will receive the petition via Local Councillor, 
Les Gilbert.

Councillor A Woodfine Jones

Cranage Estate UPDATE

Sadly, the Parish Council have had to 
postpone all Litter Collections even though
it seems there is a greater need than ever 
to collect litter on our rural lanes. Please
watch our noticeboards and website when 
we will, rules permitting, organise a Parish
litter collection.

• LITTER PICK •



We have co-opted three new Councillors
over the past financial year; Cllr A Woodfine
Jones who lives on Needham estate and
was co-opted in January together with
Cllr David Pochin who lives on New Platt
Lane and also co-opted at the same
meeting against some competition, and
Cllr Sophie Lavin is from Big Stone and
joined in June 2020 and is heading up
our Neighbourhood Plan.
If you see them out and about please 
introduce yourself and have a chat.

Welcome to
the team!

Please register on the Parish Council website www.cranageparishcouncil.co.uk to keep updated and meet your Parish Council representatives.

2020 was an extraordinary year. It began normally enough
and, politically, the main concern was that there should be
a successful outcome to the ‘Brexit’ negotiations. Yet by
March most of us understood that we were experiencing 
a pandemic and on 23rd March, 2020, our Prime Minister,
Boris Johnson, announced new strict rules applicable to 
the whole of the United Kingdom with the aim of slowing
the disease.

Now, a little over a year later and coming out of our second
lockdown. We can all hope that the vaccines will help stem
the spread of this potentially deadly disease and we can
slowly  but surely return to normality.

The restrictions on public meetings meant that after 
meeting in February 2020 Cranage Parish Council, in 
accordance with government guidelines were held virtually
and the AGM, due to be held on 21st April, 2020, was 
cancelled. Virtual meetings had the benefit of being more
accessible to residents as  evidenced by the increase of 
attendance and greater attendance

In the past year we welcomed three new councillors: 
Councillor Sophie Lavin, co-opted on 23rd June, 2020 and
Councillors David Pochin and Adrian Woodfine-Jones who
were co-opted at the meeting held on 26th January, 2021.
We also said goodbye to two excellent Councillors in 2020:
Jonathan Swithinbank and Ann Nichols and I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank them for their valuable
contributions.

The Parish Council has during the past year continued to
work in the community by offering support to those residents
who were socially isolated by connecting them with 
volunteers who could help them with essential errands and,
just as importantly, social contact. We also participated in
“Connected Communities” a strategy, developed and led
by Cheshire East Council before the pandemic, connecting
volunteers, local organisations and community groups 
so as to create networks to tackle social isolation. This 
programme proved to be a valuable resource during 
lockdown as it could identify and better target local needs.

We have been eager to respond to the concerns of local
residents so as to ensure that Cranage retains those 
aspects that make it a pleasant place in which to live and

work. We have completed the updating of the smaller 
children’s playground in the Cranage Estate, carried out
drainage works on the football pitches and cut back 
the verges on the A50/Knutsford Road. We have also 
purchased and agreed the location of picnic tables for the
Cranage Estate.

Special thanks must go to Councillors Rachel Hurst and
Sophie Lavin for giving so much time to community projects.
Councillor Hurst has for many years been responsible for
organising the village-wide litter picks. The litter-picks for
2020/21 were cancelled because of lockdown restrictions.
She has, nonetheless, she has continued to go out, alone,
to pick up litter and report fly tipping. 

Councillor Lavin has engaged with Cheshire East’s cycling
champion, Lucy Ackers-Smith, to develop ways of making
walking and cycling in the village safer. She has also 
volunteered to lead the Neighbourhood plan, supported 
by Lucy Hughes from Cheshire Community Action. 
A questionnaire distributed both as a hard copy and which
was available online on the Parish Council website has 
resulted in a very promising response from residents.

The issues of road safety and speed of motor vehicles on
the Northwich Road has been an issue and continued to
be discussed at meetings in the last year. The Parish 
Council, as well as ward councillors, had communicated
their concerns to the relevant portfolio-holder at Cheshire
East Council on a number of occasions. I am frustrated
that this matter has not been resolved but note, with some
optimism, that with the increasing numbers of residents in
the area willing to become involved that we will see some
positive movement in the coming year.

As my year as chair of the Parish councillor draws to a
close I must thank Councillor Damian Bennett for his able
support in his role as Vice Chair.

Finally, I am sad to announce that our clerk Julie Mason is
leaving the Council in May to join Bollington Town Council
as their town clerk. Julie has been with us since January
2009 and has been instrumental in developing the Parish
Council through her hard work, commitment and 
resourcefulness. She will be extremely hard to replace. 
I have enjoyed working with her a great deal and I know
that all of us on the Council are very appreciative and
grateful for all that she has done for us and wish her the
best in her future endeavours.

Genevieve Morgan
Chair Cranage Parish Council March 2021

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
MARCH 2021
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A Neighbourhood Plan is a hyper-local planning document
drawn up by the community. It can have a powerful effect
on planning decisions, and we’re looking for your help to
get it right.
Cranage Parish Council has secured grant funding to cover
the costs of getting the plan together, including expert 
guidance from Cheshire Community Action, a rural 
communities organisation who have supported the creation
of around three quarters of the local plans across Cheshire.
Neighbourhood Plans are all about land use and 
development. They provide an opportunity for communities
to set policies about what can get built, where, and what
must be protected. They are used in conjunction with the
Local Plan (made by Cheshire East) to guide planning 
decisions. It’s important that the neighbourhood is properly
represented when it comes to setting the policies that
would determine what makes Cranage special. For that
reason, the process involves a lot of consultation and a 
referendum on the final proposal.
This is our opportunity to set out a shared vision for Cranage,
and to put policies together to help us make that vision
come true. We’ll have to justify our objectives with research
and reasons why they are locally distinctive, realistic and
deliverable. The plan could comment on things like;

• Controls on the type or mixture of development
• Design requirements, connectivity or sustainability
• Protection of community assets, facilities or buildings

Due to Covid the appeal on the footpath behind Carver 
Avenue has been delayed but we have the following news
from the Inspector: ROW/3248630 The Cheshire East 
Borough Council Definitive Map and Statement 
(Addition of Public Footpath No. 21, Parish of Cranage)
Modification Order 2019.
I refer to the above-mentioned Order which has been 
submitted to the Secretary of State for confirmation following
receipt by the Authority of objections/representations. 
In accordance with the Act Paragraph 10 of Schedule 15 to
the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 the Order is to be 
determined by an Inspector appointed by the Secretary of
State.
All parties will be expected to abide by the Inspectorate’s
procedure for written representations
The Inspectorate considers that it is in everyone’s interest
for all objections and representations to be publicly available.
I have therefore asked the Council to make the objections/
representations, made in relation to this case available for
viewing at their offices. They have also been asked to ensure
that all statements of case and any other document 
submitted in relation to this case be made available for 
public inspection in due course.
Yours faithfully,
Jean McEntee (Rights of Way Section)
Which means it is likely that the hearing will be written 
representations not a formal hearing.

• Protection of trees, wildlife, hedgerows and biodiversity
• Designation of areas as local green space, for housing
or for employment

We’ve had a fabulous response to the letter we sent out
earlier this year. Many residents have shared their views
and priorities with us, and lots of people have indicated a
willingness to be part of the Neighbourhood Planning
process. This is great, because it will help make sure the
plan that eventually gets proposed will be one that you feel
proud of and committed to.
We have only just begun this journey, and we’re looking 
forward to getting to know more of our neighbours on the
way. The Neighbourhood Plan project group will need all
kinds of skills – including governance, record keeping, 
marketing and PR, public speaking, communicating with
landowners, computer literacy and anything else you can
think of. Even if you can only spare a couple of hours, your
skills, experience and local knowledge might be just what
the project needs, please contact the Clerk.
You can find out more about the Neighbourhood Plan
process at Cranage Parish Council Annual General Meeting,
on Tuesday, 27th April, 2021, where Lucy Hughes, from
Cheshire Community Action, will talk us through it. The
meeting will take place on Zoom, the link is in the advert
for the AGM on page 2.
Councillor S Lavin

Your Neighbourhood: Your Plan
166 returns 35% from our questionnaire for the first stage of our Neighbourhood plan – thank you

NEWS on PROW APPEAL

Cranage Parish Council is looking for a part-time
Clerk/RFO to work an average of 9 hours per week, 
including evening meetings as required. 

The successful candidate will be able to work from
home, using a computer and telephone. They will be
the public’s primary point of contact with the council,
carry out tasks as allocated by the council and 
maintain the council’s accounts. Preferably they will
have previous experience in a local government or 
similar role and ideally possess the CiLCA qualification
or be prepared to attain it within 24 months of 
appointment.

To apply please email for an application form to;
nikkihewitt@chalc.org.uk 

The closing date for receipt of completed applications
is Wednesday, 21st April, 2021.

Interviews will be held during May 2021.
(NOTE – the present incumbent holds a number of other 
part-time clerkships which are also being advertised and 
applicants may wish to apply for more than one such role. 
If so, please indicate on the application.)

VACANCY FOR A
Part-Time

Clerk/Reponsible
Financial Officer (RFO)
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At the February meeting of Cranage Parish Council (CPC),
the council were approached by a small group of residents
of the Northwich Road, Knutsford (A50) Road and New
Platt Lane triangle with concerns about the speed of traffic
in the area. The concerns centred around fast traffic in an
area with no defined pedestrian routes and school buses, 
offering perceived significant danger to pedestrians of all
ages (in particular schoolchildren) and also to residents 
entering and leaving their homes by car.

CPC understood their concerns but, were aware of several
previous occasions where they had supported similar worries
and approached the Cheshire East Council (CEC) on residents’
behalf, and CEC had rejected any request for action based
on insufficient support from the majority of residents.

CPC therefore suggested that the residents collected a 
petition from residents expressing concerns and support for
the introduction of traffic calming measures. 

In March, the residents returned with a petition signed by
120 residents expressing their concerns and requesting 
further action (with the support of CPC).

Specific concerns mentioned in individual feedback were:
concerns for schoolchildren and other pedestrians on all
three roads due to traffic exceeding the already high speed
limit of 50mph for a residential area (Northwich Road
being the largest community and reported concern); 
danger of junctions (specifically between New Platt Lane
and Knutsford Road, New Platt Lane and Northwich Road
and Northwich Road and Middlewich Road) and the affect
of potholes on Knutsford Road on properties due to 
extreme vibrations created by large vehicles. 

The residents have also approached adjoining Allostock
Parish Council who have also agreed to support traffic 
calming measures, specifically including the junctions 
between New Platt Lane and Knutsford Road and 
Northwich Road and Middlewich Road, both of which 
border their own parish boundaries.

Thank you to David Dean, Lynne Ashworth Griffiths and 
Tom Hodgson for their efforts in arranging the petition.

Councillor D Pochin

Cranage Parish Council
approached regarding

Traffic Issues

NORTHWICH ROAD
‘SPEED OF TRAFFIC’

• Welcome and Apologies
• To approve minutes from the last Parish
Meeting – 23rd April, 2019, as last year’s
meeting was cancelled

• Chairman’s Report
• Presentation from;
Lucy Hughes Cheshire Community Action
on Cranage’s Neighbourhood Plan

• Presentation by the Village Hall –
Mr John Halstead

• Questions and Answers

ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING 2021

PARISH ACCOUNTS 2019/20

Julie Mason is inviting you to a 
scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: My Meeting
Time: April 27th, 2021, 07:30pm London 

Join the Zoom Meeting at:
us02web.zoom.us/j/87050761429?pwd=
YzFrNlcycUFPRTV1ODVjM3BiOFE2Zz09 

Meeting ID: 870 5076 1429
Passcode: 201379

Opening Balance 2020/21 = £59,957.88
Income £38,855.46 inc. Precept £20,000

= £95,813.34
Outgoings 2020/21 = £47,892.72 (as above). 
Closing Balance 2020/21 = £47,950.62

The precept is set by the parish council each 
November: for the financial year 2020-2021 it is
£20,000 which corresponds to a Band D rate of
£29.66.

AGENDA


