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CRANAGE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 26th January 2021 from a virtual meeting 
held on Zoom @ 7.30 pm. 
 
Part 1 
Present 
Councillor D Bennett (DB) – Vice Chairman   
Councillor R Hocknell (RJH)  
Councillor R Hurst (RH)   
Councillor S Lavin (SL)  
Councillor G Morgan (GM) – Chairman  
Councillor L Gilbert (LG) (Cheshire East Ward Cllr) left at 8.45 pm. 
Ms J Mason – Clerk  
Mr Tim Sheldon – Footpath Officer  
 
Declaration of Interest  
Cllr G Morgan – Sibelco. 
 
Public Forum  
There were four members of the public present plus there was four applicants for the positions of 
Parish Councillors.  
One member of the public lived on Twemlow Lane where there had been extensive flooding over 
the last week including properties being flooded. There were two chambers on the lane and a 
culvert which was thought to go through Oak Cottage. He had completed a full check of his own 
drains as there had been issues of flooding for the past 18 months in his garden which had been 
concerningly very close to entering his house. Cheshire East had investigated but were unable to 
enforce any actions. There was a request to the Parish Council to support a CCTV camera check 
of the drains to clarify where the issue was and then the offending problem can be addressed. 
There was a feeling that the issue originated from Oak Cottage.  
 
Cllr LG intervened and confirmed after reading the e mails on the situation on the flooding on 
Twemlow Lane he had reported the issue on the members enquiry service and a response would 
come back and followed up.  
 
The member of the public had communicated with Andrew Wilson from the CE Flood risk team 
and he felt due to lack of resources there was no more actions they could take, and he also felt 
CCTV was needed to establish the cause of the flooding.   
 
Cllr RJH had met with both the landowner and the complainant in relation to the agricultural 
traffic on Needham estate the local farmer and his father had attended the meeting to explain the 
reasons for the necessity to travel along Needham Drive with their farm machinery following the 
concerns from a member of public to the Parish Council. The members asked relevant questions 
and understood his restrictions and how long the access had been in place.  
 
The Chairman introduced the four applicants who had applied for the two vacancies of a Parish 
Councillor and there was a period of question time. Each member spoke of their reasons of 
joining the Parish Council. 
  
Apologies  
Nil  
 
01/21 Minutes 
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Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 24th November 2020 be approved and signed 
as a true and accurate record. 
 
02/21 Cheshire East  
Cllr LG reported that there were business grants were available for business affected by COVID-
19 with a rateable commercial value.  
He asked for support from members to report the blocked gullies in the Dane Valley on the 
Cheshire East highways website, there was a gulley emptying routine, but it was not covering all 
the issues.  
There was a reference to the click and collect library service available.   
Everybody Leisure in Holmes Chapel were making exercise classes available online free of 
charge.  
 
03/21 Co-option of two new members  
There had been four applications for the two Parish Councillor vacancies all were in attendance 
this evening. Each had submitted an application form which had been circulated to all members. 
Each applicant had given a resume of why they had applied for the position of a Councillor.  
Resolved Mr D Pochin was co-opted as a new Parish Councillor for Cranage.  
It was noted as the meeting was being held remotely no paperwork could be signed and the 
Clerk would have to make the necessary arrangements before the next meeting.  
Resolved Mr A Woodfine Jones was co-opted as a new Parish Councillor for Cranage.  
It was noted as the meeting was being held remotely no paperwork could be signed and the 
Clerk would have to make the necessary arrangements before the next meeting. 
The Chairman thanked all the volunteers who had applied for the position. She requested the 
Clerk write a letter.  
 
04/21 Cycleway / footpath to Holmes Chapel from Cranage  
Cllr SL was still awaiting a meeting confirmation date with Cllr SAS. Holmes Chapel 
Partnership’s Chairman had made contact to see if Cranage Parish Council and themselves 
could meet to discuss working together. 
It was agreed the Clerk would contact Cllr SAS for a meeting and Cllr SL would contact the HC 
Partnership to see the benefits and their intentions.   
 
05/21 Neighbourhood Plan  
Cllr SL and the Clerk had met with Lucy Hughes from Cheshire Community Action CCA to 
discuss the plan and her involvement. She had subsequently circulated a project plan and her 
costings. She had advised to ask Twemlow Parish Council if they wished to join us as they were 
too small to complete alone. 
Twemlow had expressed a wish to complete a NP with Cranage.  
The Clerk had circulated a draft newsletter from CCA to be sent out to the public.  
Resolved Cranage and Twemlow Parish Councils would complete a Neighbourhood Plan 
together and the area would be designated and submitted to Cheshire East.  
Resolved the costing and project plan was accepted by the Parish Council. 
Resolved the Clerk would arrange the newsletter to be delivered to all households in both 
parishes with SAE. There would also be the opportunity to complete online.  
Resolved the Clerk would apply for grant funding on behalf of both Parishes.   
 
06/21 GDPR   
Resolved the Parish Council would instruct JDH Services for the next twelve months.  
 
Cllr LG left the meeting at 8.45pm  
 
07/21 Town & Parish Conference 12th January 2021 
The Clerk had attended the conference on behalf of the Parish Council and the power point had 
been circulated from CHALC.  CE had asked the members if they would be interested in 
transferring any assets but there would be no legal fees paid or contributions to running costs. 
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The Clerk had thought that the PC maybe interested in the ownership of the football pitches.  
 
08/21 Land ownership query  
The Chairman reported her findings and Cllr RH agreed to supply a map of the area. It seemed 
as if the land was unregistered.  
 
09/21 Planning Applications  
There were no planning applications to consider.  

   
Sibelco  
Mr Pochin explained that Sibelco had given the drivers a consequence of a card system if 
they breached the planning conditions of travel to and from the site. It was like a football card 
system and he believed they had dismissed some contractors when they had breached the 
rules too many times.  
20/0449E Glebe Farm – the Clerk had written to the Chief Executive at CE and Mr D Malcom 
Head of Planning had responded there would be a planning application submitted shortly. CE 
Highways had visited the site during December and there was apparently a culvert blocked 
between ‘The Vicarage Hotel’ and Glebe farm which need resolving.  
The Chairman was still disappointed that the sandbags were still in situ after twelve months.  
Resolved the Chairman and Cllr RJH would visit site and speak with the landowner. 
If no planning application had been received by February, the Clerk would write again to the 
Chief Executive.  
HS2 scheme – the Parish Council had received comments from residents on the impact of 
the HS2 and a borrow pit being created. HS2 are required to undertake various technical 
assessments as part of the EIA which include geotechnical investigations of land uses 
around the route. The comments were noted.   
20/2363C Coppice Lodge Knutsford Road, Cranage CW4 8EF – outline application to create 
a new self-build sustainable detached house on land adjacent to Coppice Lodge. – to note 
this had gone to appeal. 

 
10/21 Picnic Tables on Needham estate   
The Clerk had met with ANSA and they had agreed the position of the tables but had advised a 
bin was placed nearby. It was agreed they would have to be placed on hard standing. 
Resolved the Parish Council would purchase a bin and arrange with ANSA to empty. 
Resolved the benches would be placed on hard standing.     
 
11/21 Highways 
Footpath clearance along the A50  
The Clerk had obtained three quotes from three separate companies. 

• Quote A = £11,600.00 exc VAT 
• Quote B = £12,828.25 exc VAT  
• Quote C = £6,000.00 exc VAT  
Resolved Quote C would be instructed to carry out the works on the condition the spoil was 
removed from site.  

Glebe Farm - A50 sandbags on the pavement. 
Same as above  
CE Highways had visited the site over December and there was a culvert apparently blocked 
between ‘The Vicarage Hotel’ and Glebe farm which need resolving.  
The Chairman was still disappointed that the sandbags were still in situ after twelve months.  
Resolved the Chairman and Cllr RJH would visit site and speak with the landowner. 

Raw sewage outside Hopley Tyres  
The drainage pipes had not taken the sewage along the A50 three weeks ago and they had 
contacted the Clerk. A pumping station had been put in place and it seemed the issue had been 
resolved.  
Agricultural access on Needham estate  
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The members supported the farmer and agreed to report the overhanging trees to assist him 
when travelling on the estate so that no damage would be caused either to the trees or farm 
vehicles.  
Speed of traffic on Northwich Road  
A letter had been sent to the local police and the Crime Commissioner and no response had 
been forthcoming.  
Fly Tipping  
Cllr RH had reported fly tipping on the access road to the water treatment works and it was still 
outstanding. She would follow up with ANSA. Cllr GM asked a white bin was reported on 
Goostrey Lane.  
The priority of Speed in our Parish – survey from CHALC  
Resolved it would be placed in the top three concerns. 
Gully on A50 
It was noted that the wall alongside the pavement was being damaged opposite Model Cottages 
due to there being a blocked gulley splashing water. This would be reported.  
  
12/21 Footpaths and Tree Report  
Footpath Claim – Carver Ave/Byley Lane/Crescent Avenue Ref FPS/R0660/14A/2  
Still awaiting a date as the lockdown back log had not been cleared yet. 
  
The Footpath Officer reported that some of the footpaths along the A50 were very muddy and full 
of leaves which caused a very slippery surface for walkers.  
The trees on Needham estate would be reported after the comments in the public forum time 
with agricultural traffic. TS thought the dog waste on Needham estate was getting worse it was 
agreed it would go on the website as a warning.  
 
13/21 Accounts    
It was noted the balance of account = Leek United £31,016.27 + Natwest £34,847.53 = 
£65,863.80.  
Payments 

• Online payment - £418.20 Crewe Colour Printers  
• Online payment - £185.00 SLCC membership  
• Online payment - £4,161.84 Ms J Mason (Sept to Dec)  
• Online payment - £720.00 JDH Services Ltd 
• Online payment - £876.79 HMRC 
• Online payment - £35.00 Flowers on the cobbles  
• Receipts 

• £1,615.58 SPC 
• £1,615.58 NBACM  
• £200.00 SPC 
• £200.00 NBACM  

 
• Resolved the above payments are approved and signed for as a true and accurate record. 

 
It was noted the Band D rate for 2021/22 = £29.40 
Bank Reconciliation  
This had been checked and accepted by Cllr RH.  

 
14/21 Chairman and Members Report 
Next Door App – it was agreed not to pursue this initiative at this time.  
Cold Water lido – Cllr DB thought this should be left as an option due to cost and logistics.  
 
15/21 Clerks Report  
Training 2021 
It was agreed the new members would be booked on Roles and Responsibilities.   
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PART 2 
Resolved; "That in accordance with the public bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 
as extended by the Local Government Act 1972 section 100 the press and public be 
excluded from the meeting for discussion of the under mentioned item on the grounds 
that the publication of the matter would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of 
the confidential nature of the business to be transacted”. 
 
16/21 Clerks Appraisal  
Council received a report of the Clerk’s appraisal. 
 
  
17/21 The next meeting would be on the 23rd of February 2021.  
 
Meeting closed at 9.55pm 
 
It was noted this would be held on Zoom unless otherwise advised.   
 
 


