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I’m pleased to inform you that a budget which will allow Cheshire Police to continue to deliver a truly local 

community police service in 2021/22 has been agreed. 

The budget has been supported by the county’s Police and Crime Panel after I developed it in response to a 

public consultation on policing priorities and funding. It will allow increased investment in areas that the 2,282 

residents who responded to the consultation said were a priority for them. 

As well as allowing Cheshire Constabulary to enhance its community policing model, which sees a dedicated 

PC and PCSO for every area in Cheshire, the budget for 2021/22 will also allow us to:  

 Recruit of an additional 88 police officers - taking the total number of officers in Cheshire to 2,224 – 
the highest level since 2010 and before austerity slashed numbers to an historic low of 1,919 in 
2014/15 

 Invest to bolster the recording and investigation of crimes, including serious and organised crime 

 Make significant investment in tackling death and serious injuries on our roads, to support plans for 
further average-speed schemes on Cheshire’s most dangerous roads 

 Allow further investment in the Force Control Centre to bolster the service for callers to 999 and 101 

 Provide funding for the recently-developed Stalking and domestic Abuse Multi-Agency Team.  
 
The policing precept – the element of council tax that pays for policing – will rise by £1.25 per month (for the 
average Band D property over 12 months) to help fund this year’s budget.  
 



68 per cent of the respondents to the consultation said they would be willing to support a rise in the policing 
precept to help Cheshire Police invest in community policing and tackle serious and complex crime. 
 
The consultation also provided Cheshire residents with the opportunity to state their policing priorities. 
Increased police visibility was the top priority, followed by dealing with serious and organised crime and then 
dealing with anti-social behaviour. 
 
The consultation also asked respondents how safe they feel in their area, using a sliding scale from 1-10 with 
10 being very safe and 1 very unsafe. 78 per cent of respondents rated how safe they feel in their area as ‘7’ or 
above.  
 
I’m confident that this budget will allow us to continue to deliver a truly local police service which protects 
Cheshire residents and builds on the foundations that we have laid so far. 
 
I want to thank all those residents who responded to the survey or attended our online events to share their 
views. 
  
When the government announced its provisional funding settlement for Cheshire late last year, the Chief 
Constable advised me that, without a precept increase, Cheshire Police would be unable to maintain its existing 
level of service and would be unable to meet the additional operational demands and pressures that we face. 
 
In reaching my decision regarding the precept, I have carefully considered the views of the public, any 
government announcements, and the recommendations made to me by the Chief Constable. 
 
It is important to note that policing is still recovering from years of cuts and the demands we face continue to 
grow, both in volume and complexity. With the support of the public, however, we have been able to invest in 
our front line and I believe this budget will provide the Chief Constable with the resources needed to make our 
communities safer. 
 

 
 
David Keane – Police and Crime Commissioner for Cheshire 
             

I welcome the budget, which is necessary to develop and enhance our community policing model.  
 
It enables dedicated PCSOs and police officers to continue to work with communities to prevent crime and 
anti-social behaviour and make our roads safer.  
 
The increase will also ensure that Cheshire Constabulary has the resources that are critical to tackle some of 
the complex challenges of serious and organised crime and provide the necessary technology to investigate 
online crime and abuse.  
 
We will prioritise the protection of vulnerable people and put victims and witnesses at the heart of everything 
we do and working with our partners and communities, will make Cheshire even safer. 
 



 
Chief Constable Darren Martland – Cheshire Constabulary 
 
 

 

Stay in touch 
 
To receive regular updates on the work we are doing during the coronavirus crisis, please register for updates 
on Cheshire Police and PCC Alert or follow our social media channels. Further details below: 
 
Cheshire PCC 
 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: @CheshirePCC 
Website: www.cheshire-pcc.gov.uk  
Register for updates: Cheshire PCC Alert 
 
Cheshire Constabulary 
 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: @cheshirepolice 
Website: https://www.cheshire.police.uk/ 
Register for updates: Cheshire Police Alert 

https://www.cheshire-pcc.gov.uk/
https://member-registration.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/121/join
https://member-registration.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/121/join
https://www.cheshire.police.uk/
https://www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk/


 


