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CRANAGE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 24th November 2020 from a virtual 
meeting held on Zoom @ 7.30 pm. 
 
Part 1 
Present 
Councillor D Bennett (DB) – Vice Chairman   
Councillor R Hocknell (RJH)  
Councillor R Hurst (RH)   
Councillor S Lavin (SL)  
Councillor G Morgan (GM) – Chairman  
Councillor L Gilbert (LG) (Cheshire East Ward Cllr) left at 8.35 pm. 
Ms J Mason – Clerk  
 
Declaration of Interest  
Cllr G Morgan – Sibelco, Cllr S Lavin – Holmes Chapel Comprehensive School.  
 
Public Forum  
There were three members of the public present. 
Two members had attended to discuss Holmes Chapel fencing / Glebe Farm and the parking 
and the damage to the grass verges plus the sandbags across the footpath. Their daughter was 
in wheelchair and it was impossible to get past the entrance of Glebe farm on the pavement. 
There was a large skip within the curtilage of the fencing site and on three separate instances 
wood with nails had been slung into the skip and it had missed and been left on the public 
footpath (FP3).  
They also wished to complain about the amount of agricultural traffic travelling through Needham 
estate to tender to farmland near the Cheshire East s106 land. They had always accessed the 
site from the A50, and this had changed by removing an old fence and replaced with a gate. The 
contractors were moving large tractors and harvesters within the estate which were mounting the 
pavements and on the grass verges. It was dangerous for pedestrians and the farmer should be 
encouraged to access elsewhere.  
It was agreed Cllr RJH would meet with the member of the public to discuss further.   
  
Apologies  
Cllr A Nicol due to resignation.  
 
113/20 Minutes 
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 20th October 2020 be approved and signed as 
a true and accurate record. 
 
114/20 Councillor Vacancy  
The Chairman wished to thank Cllr A Nicol for all her efforts whilst being a Councillor and was 
sad that she was leaving and would miss her valuable contributions. As there were now two 
vacancies there was a discussion about an action plan for the Parish Council as there had been 
no responses from the latest newsletter.  
Resolved a postcard would be sent out to the whole of the Parish to advertise the vacancies and 
ask for public support. 
Cllr L Gilbert wished it to be noted that there was the flexibility to merge with another parish 
nearby. 
Cllr SL proposed that the Parish Council joined the social media application ‘Next Door’ to 
promote the vacancy and to know more about what the neighbourhood felt about issues in the 
parish. 
The Clerk pointed out this would need a GDPR Policy and more investigation of the 
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management. It was agreed this would be placed on the agenda at the next meeting.     
 
115/20 Cycleway / footpath to Holmes Chapel from Cranage  
Cllr SL was still awaiting a meeting confirmation date with Cllr SAS.  
Cllr S Lavin wished to propose that while the PC were awaiting progress from CE with 
connectivity that the Parish Council would ‘cut back’ overgrown the footpaths along the A50.  
Cllr DB seconded the proposal.  
FOR; DB, RJH, RH, SL, GM. AGAINST; NIL  
Resolved the Clerk would retrieve three quotes to side out the footpath along the A50.    
 
116/20 Neighbourhood Plan  
The Neighbourhood Plan had always been something which the Parish Council would like to 
complete but there had been a lack of volunteers within the parish when advertised. Cllr SL 
wished to take the lead with the support of the Cheshire Community Action.  
It was agreed the Clerk would arrange a meeting with Mrs Lucy Hughes from CCA, Cllr SL, Cllr 
GM  and the Clerk.  
The Clerk would enquire about the grant funding that was available from central Government to 
assist in completing the NP. Cllr RH pointed out that monies had been allocated in the budget to 
the complete a NP.  
Cllr LG thought the completion of a NP was an excellent idea and over the process the PC will 
find more people will wish to become involved in the community.  
 
117/20 Cheshire East  
Cllr LG reported that there was a CE consultation on recycle and waste centres as Congleton will 
close owing to the expiry of the lease. There was the option of looking for another site. The 
review will look at all other sites and consider reducing the number, but nothing is 
predetermined.  Middlewich must be at risk as it handles the lowest tonnage. This would impact 
the residents from Cranage immensely.   
Due to all the housing development in Holmes Chapel, there was a consultation in increasing the 
admission figures by 150 places at the comprehensive school. This would impact traffic again in 
HC but was a necessity.  
He also went on to explain that the decision making within Cheshire East, it was currently a 
process with ten members under the cabinet model. It had now been agreed that the system 
would change to the committee system which involved all members. The new leadership had 
proposed the change.  
 
Cllr LG left the meeting at 8.35pm  
 
118/20 Landownership debate on football pitches  
The Chairman had submitted an enquiry with the land registry due to the conflict of opinion of the 
ownership of the football pitch closest to the River Dane. She was still awaiting a reply, but it 
seemed that CE had maintained the land for over eighteen years it would lead to their ownership 
in occupation and the land was probably unregistered from when the land was passed over as 
S106 land from the Health Authority to a housing developer.  
 
119/20 Planning Applications  

•  20/5010C 12 Byley Lane, Cranage CW12 8EL – construction of rear and side single 
story extension. 
Resolved No Objection   

• 20/4709C Little Spinney 60, Northwich Road, Cranage WA16 9LD construction on new 4-
bedroom family house for the site owner in the rear garden of their existing home.  
Resolved Objection  

• 20/4780C 30 Byley Lane, Cranage CW4 8EJ – proposed single storey rear extension. 
Resolved No Objection 
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20/0808C Allotment Wood – comments were noted from the applicant to the Parish 
Council following their comment of objection on the CE planning portal.   

  Sibelco  
It seemed that there was still evidence of lorries traveling down Northwich Road, but the 
enforcement officer had reported to the residents this was a breach of the vehicle not 
Sibelco. It was agreed that the Chairman would contact Mike Davies.  
20/0449E Glebe Farm – this is still a major issue in the parish due to the lack of support from 
CE. Cllr LG would ask Cllr AK to follow up with Mrs D Ackerley. 
Resolved the Clerk would write a letter of complaint to the CE Leader and Chief Executive 
plus copying in the Head of Planning due to lack of action. 
Heyhead Farm this had been reported to CE Enforcement and the response had been 
circulated. The advice to the complainants was to go to the Environmental Agency if the 
noise was disruptive.  
Seven Oaks – this again had been reported to planning enforcement and a visit had taken 
place.  

 
120/20 Budget 2021/22  
The budget had been circulated to members and this was discussed for the next financial year 
including capital reserves.  
Resolved the precept would be £20,000 for 2021/22.  
The cold-water lido was discussed, and members thought the cost was beyond the monies 
available. It was agreed Cllr DB would carry out some research and report back at the next 
meeting.  
 
121/20 Picnic Tables on Needham estate  
The Clerk had circulated three quotes for picnic benches with eight seats.  
Resolved the Parish Council would purchase two picnic tables with seating from Sustainable 
garden furniture including fixtures.  
It was noted before the purchase was made the Clerk would enquire with Cheshire East Council 
on the position and if it were suitable.  
 
122/20 Highways 
Speed of traffic and missing speed signs on the access track to Cranage Hall Hotel  
Cranage Hotel has restored the sign on the track 
Glebe Farm - A50 sandbags on the pavement. 
The Clerk had contacted Mr L Glover and submitted the report from Cllr RH but the PC was still 
awaiting a reply.  
Speed of traffic on Northwich Road  
Cllr DB reported that when investigating the independent traffic survey completed by the PC in 
2018 the findings were as follows. 
i) On an average weekday the traffic movements were 7,290 of which 5% were HGV’s 

which is high for a rural / residential road 
ii) Average speeds N/W bound, and S/E bound were 44.7 & 42.6mph respectively   
iii) However, 85th percentile speeds N/W bound, and S/E bound were 50.8mph & 48.1mph 

respectively  
iv) This means up to 1,000 cars per weekday are likely to exceeding the speed limit of 

50mph.  
The Chairman thanked Cllr DB for his report as it helped members understand the public 
complaints.  
Resolved the Clerk would write to the local police and the Crime Commissioner to request more 
police presence on Northwich Road. 
Bulb Planting along the A50  
Sibelco had planted daffodil bulbs along the A50 free of charge in October. The Clerk would write 
a letter of thanks.  
Tree on pavement 3406825  
Cllr RH reported it had been removed but was still on the grass verge.  
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123/20 Defibrillator at Cranage Hall Hotel  
The Clerk reported the defibrillator still had 24-hour access and if the hotel were called, they 
would deliver it.   
 
124/20 Footpaths and Tree Report  
Footpath Claim – Carver Ave/Byley Lane/Crescent Avenue Ref FPS/R0660/14A/2  
Still awaiting a date as the lockdown back log had not been cleared yet.  
 
125/20 Accounts    
It was noted the balance of account = Leek United £31,016.27 + Natwest £34,924.32 = 
£65,640.59.  
Payments 

• Online payment - £41.79 Ms J Mason expenses May to November.  
Receipts 

• Nil 
Resolved the above payments are approved and signed for as a true and accurate record. 
Bank Reconciliation  
This had been checked and accepted by Cllr RH.  

 
126/20 Chairman and Members Report 
It was reported the Clerk would have her appraisal on 9th December.   
 
127/20 Clerks Report  
No comments   
 
128/20 The next meeting would be on the 24th November 2020  
 
Meeting closed at 9.25 pm 
 
It was noted this would be held on Zoom unless otherwise advised.   
 
 
 
 
 
 


