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Small Play Area on
NEEDHAM ESTATE

Last year, we were approached by a number of residents on the
Needham estate to ask if the Parish Council would support them in
revamping the small play area, which had not been upgraded since
the estate was built over 20 years ago. We liaised with Cheshire
East and together, we approached FCC Communities for grant
funding to enable the upgrade. Our bid was successful and Cheshire
East made up the short fall with Section 106 monies which were
still available. This year the works have been completed, although
they were delayed due to lockdown we have finally got a new play
area! The intention when the nesting season ends is that the
planted area will be removed to ensure the play area is more visible.
The grant allowed the site to have new flooring and new equipment.
We are sure you will all agree on how much better it looks!

Your Village Hall is OPEN!

As of 1st September, Cranage Village Hall has reopened.
The Committee has taken regard of the COVID-19 safe
guidelines and is currently limiting the number the hall can
accommodate to 23, installed sanitisers and is ensuring
more time between bookings. This last practice is to allow
those that hire the hall time to sanitise the surfaces and
equipment they will/have touched before and after use.

A complete list of what the Village Hall Committee has done
and the Special Conditions of Hire detailing the actions all
Hirers need to do in this time of COVID-19 can be found on
the website; www.cranagevillagehall.co.uk
Until Cranage Hotel reopens, and when gatherings of more
that six are permitted, the Parish Council Meetings will be
held at Cranage Village Hall. You are welcome to attend as
long as those all attending does not exceed 23!

VACANCY FOR A
COUNCILLOR

Do you want to make a difference
to where you live and can spare
a few hours a month?
There is a vacancy for a Councillor in the Parish of
Cranage. If you are interested in joining us and
having an active role in your community please
contact the Clerk of the Council;

Julie Mason
jmasonparishclerk@gmail.com
01260 641854
OR talk to any of the current councillors who will
be pleased to tell you about the role.

Meet at Village Hall 10am on

SUNDAY 20th SEPTEMBER
Everybody Welcome • Equipment Provided
Please register on the Parish Council website www.cranageparishcouncil.co.uk to keep updated and meet your Parish Council representatives.

Do you walk or cycle into
Holmes Chapel?
If so, what’s it like? How could your experience
be improved?
If not, what puts you off? What changes might
persuade you to try it?

We know that active travel (walking or cycling) is good for
our physical and mental health. The more fun it is to travel
this way, the better it would be for all of our health, our
quality of life and the local environment. During the long
lockdown this summer many of us got used to taking a daily
walk or cycle from our homes as a healthy part of life.
We can see that some Cranage residents walk or cycle in
and out of Holmes Chapel regularly, and others always use
a car. We’d like to hear more about the reasons behind
people’s decisions, and what we could do to make this
aspect of our village better for everyone.
If you have thoughts or ideas about how things could be
improved, please let us know by emailing;

slavin@cranageparishcouncil.co.uk

Cranage Parish Council are looking into ways the journey
between Cranage and the amenities in Holmes Chapel
could be made to feel safer and more pleasant for us all
to use.
Many of us feel fortunate to live in the countryside, and
spending time outdoors is part of that pleasure. However,
the couple of miles between us and our nearest shops,
schools and services can feel like a barrier. Walking or
cycling along the busy A50, especially with children, can
feel scary and difficult.

Football Pitches in Cranage

The Cranage football pitches are getting more and more use which is excellent to see, being home to 5 Holmes Chapel
Hurricanes football teams for the 2020-2021 season, and being regularly used by local residents for social football, cricket,
dog walking and golf amongst other recreational activities. Both pitches have suffered from poor drainage in recent very wet
winters, which has meant that the pitches have been unfit to use between December and March. Last year the Parish Council
funded drainage work on the enclosed pitch which dramatically improved its condition.
At the start of September the Parish
council funded more extensive
drainage work on the pitch closest to
the estate, the work being carried
out by Duttons. This is expected to
dramatically improve the pitch for use
by the football teams and residents
alike. At a time when the Holmes
Chapel Hurricanes Football Club is
rapidly growing, with a need for better
quality pitches, the Hurricanes are
very grateful for the support of the
Parish Council.
Mr T Sheldon – Football Manager

Please register on the Parish Council website www.cranageparishcouncil.co.uk to keep updated and meet your Parish Council representatives.

Holmes Chapel & District U3A:
10th Anniversary

U P DAT E
RUDHEATH LODGE
QUARRY DEVELOPMENT
SILICA SAND EXTRACTION
In November of this year HC&D U3A celebrates its 10th
anniversary. It has grown from an idea into a vibrant
organisation with 675 members (at 31st August, 2020),
drawn from Holmes Chapel, Goostrey, Cranage, Swettenham,
Middlewich, Sandbach, Knutsford and places further afield.

The Rudheath Lodge Community Liaison committee
continued to hold meetings during the lockdown, although
the one that was due to take place in April was cancelled
because of the restrictions imposed by the Covid-19
regulations.
The Committee most recently held a zoom meeting on
12th July 2020. The main topics of discussion were Sibelco’s
report on its investigation of the two residents’ complaints
and an update on the progress of the development.
Full details of both reports can be found in the minutes of
the meeting and Sibelco’s presentation have been posted
on the Parish Council’s website.
Sibelco expect to be fully operational in September and
confirmed that there will be a maximum of 130 lorry
movements a day, as approved in the planning permission.
If residents wish to submit queries or issues that they would
like the Committee to discuss please contact Councillor
Genevieve Morgan gmorgan@cranageparishcouncil.co.uk
copying in the Clerk, Julie Mason;
jmasonparishckerk@gmail.com
All substantive complaints, however, must be directed in the
first instance to Kaz Jinks; kaz.jinks@sibelco.com.

CRANAGE
BOWLING CLUB
Sadly, the Bowling Club has not resumed service
as usual and there are no plans as such yet.
There is no league bowling this year. Only very
small groups of people are allowed to practice
at one time.

It offers companionship, social events and learning
opportunities through a wide range of activities including
walking, ping-pong, bowls, pilates, darts, bridge, book
groups, art, French, crafts, local history, a science and
technology group, and many more.
The Covid-19 crisis has inevitably affected many of our
activities. However, groups have continued to meet using
Zoom, and in back gardens. As constraints are eased,
the U3A is coming back to life. Outdoor groups, such as
walking and golf, are well underway, and with local venues
beginning to reopen, indoor activities will restart over the
coming weeks.
We have a lot of events planned for our 10th anniversary.
Extensive tree planting has been carried out in Dane
Meadow and a U3A flower bed is now in place in Holmes
Chapel. Watch out for a U3A banner, which will soon appear
in various locations. We are working towards a series of
broadcasts on Dane Sound Radio, and an anniversary tree
will be planted in Holmes Chapel. Some events have, of
necessity, been postponed to 2021: for example, a U3A
‘showcase’ meeting; a mass walk engaging multiple groups
of walkers around the Holmes Chapel area, and an evening
celebration with live music.
We are restarting Monthly Meetings on Zoom (members only):
8th October at 10am Our member Keith Stevens will give a
timely Zoom presentation entitled ‘Covid-19: Did We Have
to Shoot Ourselves in the Foot?’ As with all of Keith’s
presentations, it will be well researched, informative, and
entertaining. There will be opportunities to ask questions.
You will, of course, have to provide your own coffee and
biscuits!
12th November at 10am Join us for a fun gathering on
Zoom to mark our tenth anniversary in the company of
‘Fool’s Gold’, a duo who will entertain us with a variety of
musical instruments and explain the history and mystery
of the songs they sing. Check them out at
www.foolsgoldacoustic.co.uk
You are able to join the U3A if you are over 50. Take a look
at our website, www.holmeschapelu3a.org.uk where you will
find more detail, our latest monthly newsletter, and joining
instructions: a bargain at £5 for 2020/21 membership.
You will find our U3A to be friendly and welcoming – do join
us, and get involved!
Peter D Shields – Membership Secretary

Please register on the Parish Council website www.cranageparishcouncil.co.uk to keep updated and meet your Parish Council representatives.

bright displays and encourage visitors to the villages and
increase business, it was a great success to be repeated in
2021. In addition, we raised £200 via jungle memorabilia
donated toys donated displays as an auction sale which was
split between Save Chester Zoo and Lower Moss Wildlife
Hospital. We are also planning a similar Christmas Lights
up for residents for more safe fun at Christmas.

● Supporting the Faith Churches of Holmes Chapel

Here we are six months into Covid and
lockdown and what a transformation it
has meant for Dane Sound.
As we mentioned before, Dane Sound Community Radio
has been helping the community in many ways over this
time to bring and share the community news and run The
Rumble In The Jungle, experience our first outside broadcast
and developing a range of programmes with the U3A to
celebrate 10 years in the community. Plus, continuing to
support churches of all faiths with our Sunday Hymns,
Prayers and Reflection programmes with Jill Booth.

Here is a little more detail on each of the above;

Since March we have run a weekly programme with Jill
Booth at the helm of Hymns Prayers and Reflections. Each
week Jill asks a member of each church to record a reading
and prayers for example; Rev Yvonne Pearson of the
Methodist Church and Canon Rob McClaren of St Lukes,
Rev Helen Kirk, and guests from the county of Cheshire to
participate. It has been so well received that even when
today 6th September, Churches resume services without
singing we have maintained our listeners in the 100s from
around the country. As we are online, anyone can access
the programme (Bury, Scottish Borders, Bournemouth,
Liverpool, Cardiff, Worcester and Northamptonshire and, of
course, Holmes Chapel, Goostrey, Cranage and Edinburgh)
and of course listeners can sing along to the hymns without
worry. This programme will continue and we are planning
our Harvest Festival and Christmas programmes over the
next few weeks.

● 24–7

As all live events were cancelled during lockdown Dane
Sound were able to offer an Audio alternative inviting many
groups to take up the facility of sharing their news special
occasions football tournaments and annual events in the
calendar like The Goostrey Rose Day which this year was
“at home” with a special three hour programme compiled
with Chris Burgess, Alison Wright, previous Rose Queens Mrs
Kettle and many of previous participants from schools and
clubs who shared their experience on Dane Sound.

An added benefit of upgrading our back-up system is that
we now have access to more features and local residents
can now benefit from our extended broadcasting. Before we
were 8am to 10pm, now we are broadcasting throughout
the day and night, seven days a week, as we realise from
our figures some listeners join us at all hours and we had
nothing to offer. This does not incur any additional costs.

We also did a major celebration and commemoration for VE
Day on May 8th, with a great many programmes with many
contributions from Rod Cameron U3A History and Spencer
Hickson The Inner Trust. Our Paw Trax Team did a special
war time programme as well as all the team at Dane Sound.
We also recorded a small programme for VJ Day with Rod
in August.

Another benefit is we are able to carry out a four location
debate to record a programme. That means four different
guests or presenters, using four different computers, in four
different locations, can debate or offer a talk show style
programme from the comfort and safety of their own home.
We see this as a huge benefit during these current restrictions
on households.

The Scott Penlington Memorial Tournament had to be
cancelled but with the help of Tim Sheldon, the family and
many friends, footballers and associates, recorded a
programme with the aim of raising awareness of the charity,
supplying defibrillators and the need to raise money at this
time.

● News

Our next major project is working with about 10 groups from
the U3A Guitar Group, The Walkers, Creative Reading, History,
and many more giving guidance on how to compile a
number of two hour programmes with interviews, discussion
talk groups and ecordings to celebrate their 10th Anniversary
in Holmes Chapel with programmes to air in November.

● Rumble in The Jungle
Dane Sound Community Radio organised and actioned the
event in a covid friendly manner by inviting residents and
businesses in Cranage and Holmes Chapel to make and
display a jungle themed exhibit for a number of weeks.
These were then identified on a Jungle google map for
families to walk around the villages and search out the
jungle exhibits in a safe safari during the summer months.
With a view to cheering the village up offering colour and

● Talk Show

We will soon be offering local news updates on the hour
when we have ‘recruited’ a news reader. Like all of us they
will be volunteers for the station.

● Outside Broadcasting
While many are still cancelled due to the risk of groups
gathering in confined places, Clonter held their Family Open
Day in the grounds with a dog show, classic cars and stalls.
Dane Sound were there to support the event with low playing
background music and no announcements or requests in
line with Cheshire East and Government guidelines. We feel
the only other outside broadcast we may be involved with is
Holmes Chapel Village Xmas Fair in December, as at the
moment it is still planning to go ahead in some format.
So, Dane Sound has had an exceptionally busy Summer and
with schools returning to some normality we see Dane Sound
Listeners presenters shows and services to the community
continuing to increase.
Debra Cummins – Dane Sound Radio
07769 214100 • www.danesound.com

Please register on the Parish Council website www.cranageparishcouncil.co.uk to keep updated and meet your Parish Council representatives.

