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Please register on the Parish Council website www.cranageparishcouncil.co.uk to keep updated and meet your Parish Council representatives.

If there is anybody in our Parish who are self-isolating 
due to having underlying health issues, being elderly or 
vulnerable, and can’t get out, please let us know through
the Clerk; jmasonparishclerk@gmail.com / 01260641854
and we will be there to assist you.
We are here to talk if you are feeling lonely or to assist
with shopping etc. If there are any volunteers across the
Parish please can you contact the Parish Council to make
them aware.
Please STAY AT HOME! Follow government guidelines.
The Covid-19 (Coronavirus) infection has been declared a
public health emergency of international concern by the
World Health Organisation.

Cranage Parish Council, its councillors and staff will 
endeavour to follow best practice and procedure as advised
by government departments in respect of the current 
outbreak.
It may be that this will include having to delay or suspend
parish council meetings and in particular the Annual Parish
Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 21st April, 2020.
We will try to give as much notice as possible of any 
decisions taken in respect of these meetings and would 
ask parishioners to watch for announcements made on 
our website and the parish council public noticeboards.
Please do not travel to attend these meetings unless and
until you have confirmed that they are intended to proceed.

NOTICE ABOUT THE COVID-19 INFECTION

Our first two Sunday lunch events at Cranage Hall Hotel
have been a great success. Our guests enjoyed an excellent
meal in the company of others from the neighbourhood
and it proved to be a welcome opportunity to make new
friends and acquaintances.

The Parish Council have engaged with Cranage Hall Hotel
and have organised a lunch on the last Sunday of every
month for the socially isolated and lonely. This commenced
in January and so far is a great success.

People of all age groups are welcome to attend. It is a 
two course meal with tea/coffee. The cost is £5 to each 
individual at the moment and the Parish Council subsidise by
£10 plus Cranage Hall Hotel set the cost at a reduced rate.

This event gives people a chance to mix with others and 
interact with people they may not have had chance to before.
We planned it on a Sunday as it can be a very vulnerable 
day for many people. We hope the event continues to grow
and is rewarding for the people it is intended for.

If you have any transport issues can you let us know and we
will try and assist. If we are aware of travel concern we may
be able to make arrangements for everybody and likewise 
if you can assist with picking up / dropping people off 
please let the Clerk, Julie Mason, know when booking; 
jmasonparishclerk@gmail.com or 01260 641854.

Councillor A Nicol

Sunday Lunch At
Cranage Hall

UNFORTUNATELY, DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS THIS
EVENT HAS BEEN CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.

Please note the Litter Pick on
SUNDAY 5th APRIL
has been cancelled.

LITTER
PICK

LITTER
PICK



Please register on the Parish Council website www.cranageparishcouncil.co.uk to keep updated and meet your Parish Council representatives.

As I write this report the Prime Minister has just issued new
advice that all non-essential contact with other people is 
to be avoided. With this advice in mind I have decided to 
suspend all meetings until further notice, any updates 
regarding this will be posted on the PC website. In this
newsletter the agenda for our Annual Parish Meeting on
the 21st April is published but please check for updates 
on the website as it will most probably be cancelled.

This is clearly worrying and the situation is fast moving
and continually changing.

There are significant numbers of residents who are over 
70 or have underlying health issues who will need help
with food supplies etc if they choose to self-isolate. The 
PC could potentially act as a portal for communication
and help within the community during this difficult time. 
Please direct all correspondence/ideas/suggestions to 
jmasonparishclerk@gmail.com.

Looking back over the last twelve months the PC has 
been involved in carrying out several improvements to 
infrastructure and starting what seems to be a popular
luncheon club.

At the start of the year the PC won an appeal for the 
footpath claim on Carver Avenue which Rachel will cover
in more detail later in the newsletter. Work on the Sibelco
site is now progressing at a pace with road closures on
New Platt Lane, Genevieve discusses this in more detail in
her section.

The PC has just secured funding from FCC Communities
to renew the small children’s play area on the Needham
Estate this will be carried out in the next few months. 
The PC has also funded a storage container and drainage
works to the Dane Valley football pitches. Dane Sound
Radio, which operates from the Village Hall and broadcasts
on the web, asked the PC to fund PA equipment which
they will be purchasing shortly. Lee Dooley and his team
have planted 500 bulbs around the estate with funding
from the PC I am sure this will create a nice display. The
PC has just purchased new boundary signs which are a 
lot more attractive than the current ones, these will be 
installed shortly.

The PC has started a luncheon club for lonely and socially
isolated residents, the lunches are held monthly at Cranage
Hall and are subsidised by the PC. The lunches have
proved popular but, sadly, they will now have to be 
suspended until further notice due to Coronavirus.

Let’s all hope the current situation is short lived and not
too many residents are badly affected.

Councillor R Hocknell – Chairman

CHAIRMAN’S
REPORT
MARCH
2020 • Welcome and Apologies

• Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting
on 27th April 2019 are on the website

• Matters arising from minutes

• Presentation from;
DANE VALLEY SOUND RADIO

• Questions from the public

• REFRESHMENTS

ANNUAL PARISH
COUNCIL MEETING

2020

PARISH ACCOUNTS 2019/20

AGENDA
Tuesday 21st April at Cranage Village Hall

Opening Balance 2019/20 = £59,770
Income - Precept £20,000

+ Other Receipts £2,410 = £82,180
Outgoings 2019/20 = £26,359 (as above). 

Predicted Closing Balance 2019/20 = £55,821

The precept requested for 2019/20 was £15,000
which corresponds to a Band D rate of £42.03 (using
a Tax Base of 356.87 set by Cheshire East Council).
The Parish Council receives the majority of its income
through the precept, which is an annual sum of 
money collected with the Council Tax by Cheshire East
Council. The precept is set by the parish council each
November. The precept for 2020/21 is £20,000 which
is £29.66 for a current Band D Council tax property



Please register on the Parish Council website www.cranageparishcouncil.co.uk to keep updated and meet your Parish Council representatives.

UPDATE

Following the grant of planning permission for silica sand
extraction at Rudheath Lodge Farm last year Sibelco set
the Rudheath Lodge Liaison Committee made up of Sibelco
staff and councillors from the parish councils of Cranage,
Allostock, Goostrey and Holmes Chapel. The committee
has met twice since the inaugural meeting on 15th October
2019 where Andrew Kolker (ward Councillor) was voted
Chair of the Committee with Genevieve Morgan (Cranage
Parish Council) as vice chair.

It was decided that the meeting should be held every two
months during the construction phase so that it would be
easier to raise and resolve problems at liaison committee
meetings relatively quickly.

Most of the meetings have been taken up with presentation
and discussion of the constructions works. The improvements,
including the permissive path to New Platt Lane and
changes to the New Platt Lane junction with A50, should
be coming close to completion. The hedgerow gap filling
began and individual tree planting began in January 2020.
The next meeting will take place on 7th April 2020.

Minutes of the meetings will be published on the Cranage
Parish Council website and the any queries or comments
should be addressed to Councillor Genevieve Morgan at
gmorgan@cranageparishcouncil.com and copying in 
the Clerk to the Council, Julie Mason, at 
j.masonparishclerk@gmail.com

Useful contacts; Rudheath Lodge Quarry Site Manager,
Kaz Jinks kaz.jinks@sibelco.com.

Councillor G Morgan

It is a non-profit organisation run by local volunteers of all
ages. The station offers a wide range of music, entertainment,
special interest programmes, local news, traffic, weather and
information about local events.

Based at Cranage Village Hall, the station would like to invite
local community groups, event organisers, local experts on
special interest topics and local people with interesting topics
and historical tales to come into the studio and take part in
our live shows. Our roving reporters can also carry out
recorded interviews for those who can’t get into the studio.

There are currently over 20 volunteers, some presenting 
programmes and others carrying out tasks ‘back office to
help the station run.

However, the station needs more volunteers and more 
funding support. Whether you would like to present a one-off
or regular show, take part in a special interest programme,
or help with the many tasks including scheduling, marketing,
admin and technical support behind the scenes please get 
in touch.  

For businesses we offer a chance to promote your services
and goods to your local community and an opportunity to
support this unique and popular community service in the
area. The station is currently looking for sponsors to support
their running costs.  

You can listen to the station on-line at www.danesound.com,
select Listen Live button on your computer, laptop, tablet or
phone. You can also listen by asking Alexa to play Dane
Sound Community Radio.

For more information email contact@danesound.com or
text 07789 134128. You can also join us on Facebook where
you can see regular updates about our shows and you can
find out more on our website www.danesound.com.

DANE SOUND COMMUNITY RADIO
is your local online radio station
covering the Dane Valley area

and beyond

RUDHEATH LODGE QUARRY DEVELOPMENT
SILICA SAND EXTRACTION

There is a vacancy for a Parish Councillor in the Parish
of Cranage. The vacancy will be co-option at the next
Parish Council meeting. Applications are invited for 
the vacancy.

Please contact the Clerk of the Council, Julie Mason
jmasonparishclerk@gmail.com • 01260 641854

OR if you wish you speak to an existing Parish 
Councillor they would be willing to give a brief 

summary of their role.

Can you give something back
to your community?

Do you want to make a difference
to where you live and can spare

a few hours a month?

VACANCY FOR A
COUNCILLOR



Please register on the Parish Council website www.cranageparishcouncil.co.uk to keep updated and meet your Parish Council representatives.

PATH WATCH
An application was made in March 2007 for the Definitive
Map to be amended to include a public right of way 
between Carver Avenue and Byley Lane. Cheshire East 
Public Rights of Way Committee, at a sitting on 3rd December
2018, heard the case and refused it.

This decision was appealed to the Secretary of State for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. On 13th September
2019 the appeal was allowed and Cheshire East were 
instructed to make an Order to include the footpath on the
Definitive Map.

Cheshire East publicised the Order to add the footpath to
the Definitive Map but have not been able to implement it
due to objections. Thus Cheshire East have submitted the
Order to the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs, for a decision to be made. This will necessitate
the appointment of an independent Inspector who will hold
a public enquiry or a local hearing to hear all the evidence
and decide the outcome.

We await to hear from the independent Inspector as to how
the issue will be dealt with.

DEFINITIVE MAP MODIFICATION ORDER
Addition of Footpath, Carver Avenue to Byley Lane, Cranage

On a more positive note, Cranage Parish Council requested
that a member of the Cheshire East Highways Team attend
and speak at the forthcoming Annual Parish Meeting on
21st April 2020, primarily to explain the Speed Management
Strategy and its implementation. Whilst this invitation has
been declined on scheduling grounds, the Road Safety 
Engineer and Design Manager have offered a counter 
proposal for members of Cranage Parish Council to meet
with them at their offices to discuss the current Speed 
Management Strategy, its assessment and impact and have
also advised the strategy is to be reviewed by Cheshire East
in the coming 12 months and may well change in the near
future.

Rest assured Cranage Parish Council will continue to promote
a reduction in the current speed limit if it determines there
to be a likelihood of success. A further update will be 
provided in coming Newsletters.

Councillor J Swithenbank

For several years Cranage Parish Council have attempted to
respond to local residents concerns in relation to the current
speed limit (50mph) on Northwich Road. These attempts
have included procuring traffic data with the assistance of 
a qualified Highway and Transport Consultant, ensuring 
support from local Ward Councillors  and direct liaison with
Cheshire East Highway Portfolio holders.

In our March 2019 newsletter (https://www.cranageparish-
council.co.uk/parish-newsletter-march-2019-part-2-north-
wich-road-speed-limit-8th-march-2019/) we provided a
summary of key points and suggested that parishioners 
contact Cheshire East Council directly to raise awareness 
of the issue with the relevant authority. Unfortunately, the 
response from the wider community to this suggestion was
limited at best and certainly did not amount to a quantity
sufficient enough to further raise interest or concern within
Cheshire East Council. Cranage Parish Council is here to
help but it is fair to say that the more this issue is raised by
direct referral to Cheshire East from members of the public
the greater chance it will garner the attention of the relevant
bodies.

It was hoped that a change to the Portfolio Holder within
Cheshire East would allow the issue to be raised again, 
unfortunately the new officer was unwilling or unable to take
further action with the Cheshire East Highways Team again
reinforcing their rationale for not considering a reduction to
the limit was in line with the current Speed Management
Strategy. Subsequently, Cranage Parish Council together 
with Ward Councillors concluded that for the time being
there was very little more which could be done to progress
the matter. Whilst we appreciate this conclusion did not
meet with the approval and understanding of a number of
residents, we maintain our position that despite best efforts
further progress was unlikely in the immediate future.

The Parish Council have invested in eight new boundary
signs across the Parish; A50 Holmes Chapel boundary, 
A50 Knutsford boundary, Goostrey Lane, Twemlow Lane,
Byley Lane by Manor Farm, Northwich Road, Hermitage
Lane and Moss Road – Shanty Farm. These will be fitted
very soon.

NEW Boundary Signs

UPDATE

NORTHWICH ROAD
SPEED CONCERNS


